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ed by the bias of temporal intere 


_ earneſtly prays), he will 


the minds of moſt people. 


TIR EDrrhb Ei 
\ LTHOUGH good Mr Daubeny has expreſſed 5 
his ſentiments on Church-unity, (the important 


ſubject he treats of,) with great propriety, as well as 
ſtrength of argument, and though the Editor truſts 


that this preface, and the other additions he has 


made, will be found to breathe the ſame ſpirit of 


meekneſs, and to add ſomewhat to the force of the 


worthy author's reaſoning; yet, notwithſtanding of 
what both have ſaid, his expectations of making 
many converts, are far from being ſanguine. 
He knows too well the difficulty of overcoming the 
prejudices of education, eſpecially when ftrengthen- 
1 to indulge ſuch 


hopes. Notwithſtanding, as the 


are in God's hands, who turneth then gphitherſoever 


he willeth, and as with him nothigg 
therefore the Editor will endeaygur; 16: 5.8 

leave the ſucceſs to an all- go 

For ſuppoſing him to fail, he Will fail in 3 
a great and noble deſign of conyertitig finners from 
the errors of their ways: Awe ; 
1 and of his iy r to | 
fore, truſting to the „ at 


. 8 
F 1 now to de 
taken for granted, that A Eee « or os - 
Chriſtians, are equally ſafe ; an matter 
with what ſociety or Ohure  commuien 
Fhere, are e yy 2 5 it is . in all pfozeth 
EY r 


reaſon to fear that the e 


A be af ſked at : the day of judgment, 
vere of this, or the other Church. 
e every day hears almoſt in every 
and whoever denies the truth of it, is 
_ deemgd; ancharitable, a bigot, or, of an illiberal 
mint 28 Editor, howe ver, is confeious, that he is 
her uncharitable nor illiberal; nor, unleſs ad- 
I jerence to truth and found Chriſtian principles upon 
e be .Frounds, be bigotry, is he a bigot. And 
Sire, general though the above perſuaſion be, as 
one of khoſe ache believe the voice of the 
f 2 be tlie veiceè of God, either in religion or 
s, Be not only doubts, but poſitively denies 
dhe both of 'the poſition. If "this. ſhall be thought 
E qo he begs; that, before he be condemned, 
Chriftian brethren will be pleaſed to lay aſide 
eir prejudices'for a little, and read with attention 
inis ſhort tract: *ahd if it ſhall be made appear, that 
his arguments are weak, or ill- founded, he hereby 
Promiſes to yield up the cauſe; as he can ſay with a. 
g eonſeience, Cong he does not t contend for Victory, 
ut! for truth. 
; With pat to policies, his! 1s willing 6 believe, 
5 that all the judicious and ſenſible part of the 
nation are now on his fide. At leaſt, he expects not 
to hear any more, that the people are the fountain 
of - power and authority ; | becauſe it is well known, 
"that, but for an armed force, which was raiſed on 
pu poſe: to curb their inſolence, our ſovereign lords 
the” mob, (WHO undoubtedly are the people, becauſe 
they are the majority) were well diſpoſed to have 
| *made us all feel their power. For which reaſon, the 
=. Probability he thinks is, that wife men will, at length, 
E Langes, if not the $i gat of their former 
5 3 doctrine. effi” 
1 WP But, be that as it may, as v the Editor Jiffers EY 
EA. -. © » in his notions of civil government, from Mr Locke 
1 and his diſciples, ſo he is by no means diſpoſed to go 
3 FE . |; along with the current opinions of mankind, on re- 
r io ſubjects. For inſtance, the gener: ality of al, G 
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world! (ok u the men It leat); wem to chink, an lice, 
commerce between the ſexes, when the perlons are 
unmarried to be a very trivial offence, or rather no 
crime at all. And yet, ſince we learn from holy 
ſeripture, that the bodies of Chriſtians are deſigned to 
be temples of the Holy Ghoſt, and members of 
Chriſt; and that we are forbidden to take the mem- 
bers "gf Chriſt, and make them members of an harlot;; 

and fihce we find that fornication is one of that Black 
catalogue of fins which exclude from the kingdom 
heaven, 1 Cor. ch. v. and vi. therefore it muſt Hewa 


ſinz yen, and without repentance, a damnable ſin too, 


though all the people in the world ſhould ſay the con- 
trary. And, in like manner, however great a num 
ber may maintain, that it is lawful to divide the 
Church of God'; or, in other words, that Chriſtians, 
inſtead of uniting 1 under the governors of our Lord's 
appointment, in ng grand and holy fociety, cemented 
together by the ſame worſhip and ſacraments,” may 
ſplit into factions; and, heaping up to themſelves 
teachers, having itching ears, may multiply Churches, 
without number and without end; that there may 
be Papiſts, for example, in one place, Epiſcopalians 
in another, and Preſbyterians in a third: And that 
theſe. again may ſubdivide ; that Engl/h Preſbyters 
may gather congregations in this country, in oppoſi- 
tion to the venerable remains of the ancient Epiſco- 
pal Church of Scotland, and may refuſe to ſubmit to 
the ſpiritual authority of her Biſhops, notwithſtand- 
ing chat the Church of England, of which they pre- 
tend to be members, acknowledges them to be right- 
ly conſecrated, and therefore lawful Biſhops :—And 
Kurth, chat Burghers, Antiburghers, Baptiſts, Inde- 
pendents, may ſecede from the Eſtabliſnment, and 
Quakers, and Cameronians may diſſent from all the 
Editor ſays, that however great a number may main- 
rain, | that all theſe different ſocieties are lawful 
Churches ;—or, (ſuppoſing the Church of Rome to 
be excluded, as being a corrupt Church, and the 


Quakers, 


7 3 they held erroneous doctrine, as certainly as God is 


n as no Church a at an) mould let maintain, 
that Chriſtians/ may communicate with any one of 
the reſt they pleaſe without offending God, the Edi- 
tor would be obliged: to ſay, (though he would do it 
with regret, on account of thoſe who are guilty), that 


true. His reaſons are, becauſe, our Lord himſelf tells 
us, that he meant to unite; both Jews and Gentiles 
into one fold, under one ſhepherd; ; and, becauſe he 
requires all his followers, to be of one heart, and one 
mind, and to ſpeak the ſame things in matters of reli- 
gion; becauſe we are forbidden to neglect the aſſem- 
6 bling of ourſelves together, and are commanded to 
_ mark them who cauſe divr/ions, and avoid them. And, 
not to multiply texts, which are many, beſide thoſe 
on the title page, becauſe our Bleſſed Saviour deem- 
eld unity of ſuch importance, and ſo eſſentially necef- 
fary to his Church, that it employed much of his 
thoughts in the moſt awful moments of his life. For, 
juſt before he went out to be betrayed into the hands 
of his enemies, he prayed four different times for that 
recious gift to his diſciples, in the courſe of a few 
entences in theſe or the like words, John xvii. 20. 
21. Neither pray I for theſe alone, but for them 
-* alſo: who ſhall believe on me. through their word, 
that they all may be one, as Thou Father, art in me, 
and I in Thee, that they alſo may be one in us, that 
the world may believe that Thou haſt ſent me. 
Now theſe texts are ſo plain, that they need no com- 
nientary; or, were one wanting, we have the beſt 
poſſible to produce, namely, the practice of our 
Lord's firſt Diſciples, who could not be miſtaken in 
the nature of the union he enjoined to his followers. 
For we read, that they continued in the Apo/tles 
doctrint and fellowſhip, and in breaking of wi | and 
in prayers. And ſince there is the ſame neceſſity 
for order, and government, and ſubordination, in 
nay age, and for avoiding. diviſions, which — 4 
cau 


vi 


eau infidels to eee our Bleſſed Saviour; a as at 
the beginning, hence it follows, that it is the duty of 3 
Chriſtians, at all times to adhere to the Apoſtles 
Succefſors (who hold the Apoſtles doctrine) in break- 
ing of bread and in prayers. And accordingly, they 
are warned not to heap up teachers to themſelves, but 
to obey thoſe rulers whom the A4po/tles had ſet: over 
them, Heb. xiii. 17. a clear proof that the govern- 
ment of Chriſt's appointment is not a mere circum- 
ſtance, but eſſential to the Church; yet ſo licentious 
are the greateſt part of Chriſtians now become, that 
they will not be controuled even by God himſelf; 
but ſeem to think, that à right to divide the Church 
into as many parts as they pleaſe, is part of that li- 
mo wherewith Chriſt hath made them free. 
Mr Macgill of Ayr, in two ſermons on John xvii. 
20. 21. in the Scotch Preacher, Vol. III. has ſaid 
many excellent things on the neceſſity of union in 
communion, as well as in faith and love; and hath 
deſcanted with much pathos and energy in theſe 
beautiful words, Bleſſed Jeſus! and is it ſo indeed? 
ls there any danger that the world will not be- 
lieve that God hath ſent Thee? That after all 
the glorious teſtimonies that have been given to 
thy innocence and dignity, both from heaven and 
on earth, they will till hold Thee for a falſe and 
$ wicked impoſtor ? That they will approve of the 
council which condemned Thee as a blaſphemer, 
and bleſs the wicked hands which nailed Thee to 
* the croſs? That they will crucify Thee a-freſh, 
and put Thee to open ſhame? What ſhall I do, O 
my Lord, to vindicate thine honour ? &c.—* You 
$ bw the anſwer, my brethren, that Jeſus Chrift 
* would give to ſuch pious enquirers. The text has 
already informed you of it. Would it not be to 
this purpoſe ? Be careful, my dear friends, to live as 
+ become my Diſciples, and let the diſtinguiſhing 
mark or characteriſtic of my Diſciples prevail 
f and be conſpicuous in you, Study to be one, as. 


"— 


$I Pudenz is in me FIN Lin Him, to be one a1 * 


*:endeavour,, ftrive;:exhort;- if there be any con la 
tion in me; if any comfort of love, if any fellow 
© ſhip:of- the ſpirit, if any howels af mercies, chore 
Hand proyoke.oneariother to heavenly union and love. 
He afterwards adds, A Heathen opens his eyes 
upon the Chriſtian world, and inſtead of one; grand 
© and boly;fociety, worthy of the Great God to form. 
and fit for him to dwell in, he beholds an infinite 
number of little fattions and parties;; ſeparate from, 
4 Dad. oppoſite to each othef; all claiming; to be the 
i 2 0 true Abr iſtiuns, and all denying that aher abter de: 
3 + other . but: themſelves, & c. Again, He, (a 
6. Hens) would aſk you with diſdain, Which of 
* theſe hoſtile parties he is to enliſt himſelf with? for 
Dune or other of them, he will think, he maſt join, 
Dit he is td be a Chriſtian. But in his preſent diſpo: 
42 as a Heathen, he wiſhes; no ill to any of his 
fellow crextutek,:whb do not invade his rights, and 
| oily: ſnould he involve-himfelf.an unneceſlary, broils 
and quarrelst' Again *he'would[alk you;zrhtther ge- 
aus Chriſt intended to eſtabliſh one re religion, or a num- 
ber of different ones? If the latter, he will ſay, he 
ſeems to have ſucceeded; but What then is it 
+:which:ydu call the Chriſtian religion? If the former, 
how comes it to paſs, that his followers are of ; ſo 
many different religions? Did he himſelf under. 
© ftand/what he intended to appoint? And did he 
know how to expreſs it ? It would /ſeem not. You 
call the Churehi his kifigdom, and iſuy the King of 
© it has alb power in heaven, and in earth: But it is 
5276 much Uivided:againſt-itſelf,:that I muſt conelude 
Mit as very ill. adminiſtered, and that the head of it 
=_ wants either apr racaſ will, to reduce it to order can 
2 (8) 2 200 To £97, amid vg; 
EF  _ @Q2: Phe Lditor abi that Jo little notion have Cbridi. 
=. 2nd now-a-daysof Unity, thateyen Mr. Macgill, after 
x Ithieſepathetic , and powerful. theſe unanſwerable ar- 
E Suat for peace: and unity, either unwilling. to 
condemn 
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condemn ſo many fellow Chriſtians as are at preſent 
guilty, or ſo much afraid of being thought unchari- 
table, that he has dropt the following expreſſions 
Whatever multitude of ſeparate Churches and com- 
* munions there are in the Chriſtian world, it is not 
to be doubted, but that Jeſus has ſheep in every 
« fold; that is, men of a truly Chriſtian temper and 
* behaviour.”—And again, all theſe, however ſcatter- 
+ ed upon the face of the earth, and however difter- 
ent they may ſeem, in their outward forms and 
modes of worſhip, belong to the Church of the firſt 
+ born which are written in heaven; and will be 
brought together in one bleſſed Society, in that day 
* when Chriſt ſhall be glorified in all his Saints,” &c. 
Now, although it would be highly preſumptuous 
in any one to fay, that thoſe Separatiſts ſhall not be 
ſaved, becauſe God, who 1s not tied down to his own 
x inſtitutions, as men are, may have mercy in ſtore for 
them which he knows not of, yet, the Editor cannot 
help thinking, that, in this lat quotation, Mr Macgill 
has gone to the oppoſite. extreme, and has been cha- 
ritable above what is written. For, if Chriſt has ſome 
ſheep in every fold, while in a ſtate of ſeparation, and 
in oppoſition to his command, all the ſheep of every fold 
may be Chriſt's, if it is not their own fault. And 5 8 
then all the multitude of ſeparate Churches and com- 
munions may belong to the Church of the firſt born, 
and may be brought together into one bleſſed ſociety 
at the laſt day: The conſequence of which is, that 
all the different ſects and profeſſions of Chriſtianity 
are equally ſafe, and that there is no occaſion: for 
Chriſtians to unite in one grand and holy ſociety : 
Nay, it not only follows, that our Bleſſed Saviour was 
very idly employed in the moſt awful moments of 
his life, when he prayed that his Church might be 
one ; but that, although our Bleſſed Lord foretold, 
that his followers, by ſplitting into factions, would 
make him be conſidered as an impoſtor; yet, that the 
authors of that reproach, though ſeparated from his 
b Church 


8. 


8 that grand and holy ſociety, are, notwith- 
ſtanding, in the favour of God, and equally entitled 
to the glories of his kingdom, as his moſt faithful and 
zealous lervants, who lived and died in the true 29 
culium. 

Theſe are toy moſt ind, and even blaſphe- 
mous conſequences; but as the Editor is perſuaded 
that they were not ſeen by Mr Macgill, therefore he 
does not impute them to him. Notwithſtanding, fince 
they unavoidably follow from what he has ſaid, they 
"lenny ſhew, that he has been charitable above what 
is written, as was obſerved, and point out, in the 
Among light, the ſinfulneſs and danger of our un- 
happy ſeparations. Indeed, the fartheſt that a ra- 
tional charity can go in favour of thoſe who divide 
from the Church, when no ſinful term of communion 
is required of them, is to hope that God, whoſe mer- 
cy is infinite, may do more than he has promiſed ; 
and, if any of them are, upon the whole, upright, reli- 
gious, and devout, he may, on that conſideration, 
beſtow upon them his uncovenanted mercy, not- 
withſtanding of their having brought diſhonour on 
his Bleſſed Son's name; becauſe they did it ignorant- 
ly. and in unbelief. And the ſame, the Editor truſts, 


will be beſtowed upon well-meaning Heathens and FA 


Mahometans. 95 

It was fear of being thought unc haritable, een 
which made Mr Macgill drop thoſe expreſſions, with- 
out adverting to the conſequences of them. But why 
be afraid to maintain what God has ſo clearly reveal- 
ed? If unhappy men will divide, although Chriſt has 
commanded them to unite, they muſt bear the pu- 
niſhment of their iniquity. And ſurely, to point out 

their fin, and warn them of their danger, is not to be 
uncharitable; but, on the contrary, is the greateſt 
proof of love and good will. Indeed, it is the duty 
of all God's miniſters ſo to do; and woe will be to 
them if they do not; becauſe he hath commanded 
them to ery aloud, and ſpare not, to ſhew his . — 

their 
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their trariſereffions, and the houſe of Jacob their fins ; 
and that whether they will hear, or whether they 
will forbear. For which reaſon, fince our unhappy 
diviſions operate ſo dreadfully againſt our Blefled Sa- 
viour ; ſince they give occaſion to Heathens, Maho- 
metans, and Jews to fay, that—though, to ſupport 
the character he aſſumed, Jeſus, the Son of Mary, 
was extremely anxious to keep his followers united, 
yet he has not ſucceeded ; (the ſchiſms among Chri- 
ſtians being innumerable.) therefore, it follows, that 
he muſt either have wanted wiſdom to contrive a 
proper plan, or power to carry it into effect; and 
ſo, in either caſe, could not be a Divine Perſon, nor 
ſent by God, but muſt have been an Impoſtor. 
The Editor ſays, that, ſince our unhappy diviſions o- 
perate thus dreadfully againſt the eternal Son of God, 
his miniſters muſt condemn diviſions, be the conſe- 
quence what it may. For though our Bleſſed Savi- 
our, 1n the above text, undoubtedly prayed for Uni- 
ty in faith and-love to his Diſciples, yet, his petitions 
point out more ſtrongly, it poſſible, the neceſſity of 
union in worſhip and ſacraments ; becauſe, diſunion 
in the latter, 1s more viſible than in the former, and 
ſo more certain of being perceived by enenues, and 
become the cauſe of their blaſphemy. E 0 
Faith and love may be counterfeited ; or artful 47 
pocrites may conceal from unbeliev ers their want of 
both: But conventicles, or ſeparate congregations, can - 
not be concealed. Theſe muſt be perceived by all 
around, both friends and foes. It is impoſſible for 
the Burghers and Antiburghers to hide their oppoli- 
tion to the Eſtabliſhment ; and it is known through 
all Scotland, that the Engliſh ordained Epiſcopal 
Clergy deſpiſe the pen: of the Scotch Biſhops. 
For ſuch proceedings canridt be done in a corner, but 


proclaim our diviſions as it were upon the houſe-top. 
And as the like miſerable ſchiſms are to be ſeen, alas! 
through all Chriſtendom, therefore have the enemies 
of our Lord, an opportunity every where to > ſay, — 
3 Go 


God did not ſend him. That this doctrine is new to, 
or at leaſt, not believed by, the greateſt part of Chri- 
ſtians, the Editor regrets: For which reaſon, as his 

hearty wiſh and prayer to God is, that all men, (but 
_ eſpecially thoſe in Great Britain and Ireland) may 
come to the knowledge of the truth, and be ſaved, 
durſt he preach any other Goſpel, he would do it with 
great joy. But he muſt note to pleaſe men, offend 
God ; nor cry peace! peace when there is no peace 
| And, therefore, ſince our Bleſſed Saviour has declared, 
that there is but one fold, and has reprobated all ſe- | 
parations from it, the Editor. finds himſelf obliged to 
maintain, that the true. Church of God is of one com- 
munion; and that ſchiſm is ſinful and dangerous, 
though the far greateſt part of the Chriſtian world be 
involved in its guilt. 

This he knows will be thought uncharitable ; but 
he cannot help it. God hath ſaid it, and let him be 
true, though every man ſhould be a liar. Extent of 
country, nor multitude of members, are not character- 
iſtics of. a true Church, as Bellarmine imagined, but 
a ftri compliance with the injunctions of Chriſt. 
Time was, when the whole Church of God was con- 
fined within the walls of Abraham's houſe: And in 
the days of Ahab King of Iſrael, though the little 
territory of. Judea contained more millions than does 
Scotland, God knew of no more than ſeven thouſand 
who had not bowed their knees to Baal. Need it, 
therefore, be matter of ſurpriſe, that the Church of 
God has again become a little flock ? For, have not 


both Chriſt and his Apoſtles prophecied, that in the 


— —— Wen 


latter days, (the very times we live in,) men would 
_ depart from the faith, and become corrupted in their 
morals? In ſhort, that there would be a general apo- 
ſtacy from genuine Chriſtianity ? The truth is unde- 
niable. And it deſerves to be remembered, that, in 
Ahab's time, the Iſraelites did not totally apoſtatize : 
For they feared Jehovah, and worſhipped Baal; for 
which wicked conjunction, they are ſaid to boy ken 
| aken 
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ſaken the covenant of the true God. A ſad and la- 
mentable truth, which ſerves to teach us, that wr 
muſt be wholly God's, otherwiſe he will not acknow- 
ledge us at all. . For he will not be ſerved by ve; 
nor have any compact with the Devil. | 
Many, very many of all denominations of Chriſti- 
ans in this country, the Editor is perſuaded, are ſin- 
cere and well meaning people; who wiſh to ſerve 
God acceptably, and believe that they do ſo; and yet, 
while there are ſo many different Churches among. 
us, he muſt ſay, that (ſuppoſing what he fears is 
not true), their faith and practice to be right in the 
main, all but one communion are deficient in an effen- 
tial point—Unity. And he begs them allo to remem- 
ber, that, for lack of one thing, the young man in 
the Goſpel probably forfeited eternal life! He had 
kept all the commandments of the ſecond table, and 
is not accuſed by our Lord, of having violated the 
firſt; and yet he went away ſorrowing from the Sa- 
viour of the world; and we do not read that he ever 
returned! God grant that we may all take warning, 
and be careful, before we die, not to lack even one 
thing. For, to have a title to the covenant in Chriſt 
Jeſus, we muſt both have a right faith, and a right 
prattice ;:and muſt do the whole will of God, or be 
ſincerely penitent; becauſe at no time hath he given 
any man a licence to fin, either by omitting any 
known duty, or committing any known fin. And 
therefore, ſince our Bleſſed Saviour has told us, that 
diviſions among his followers will prevent the con- 
verſion of unbelievers, and expoſe his own ſacred 
perſon to reproach and blaſphemy, we muſt avoid 
diviſions, as we would the face of a ſerpent. For 
theſe write the criminality of ſchiſm, as it were, with, 
a ſun beam, and point out its offenſiveneſs to Al- 
mighty God, better than a thouſand demonſtrations. 
And yet, this is not its only miſchief; for it rends 
the myſtical Body of Chriſt in pieces; it is a direct con- 
tempt of God's command, to be of one heart and one 


mind 
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mind; and to peak the ſime things; and, moreover, 


engenders ſtrife and ill-will; paſſions inconſiſtent with 


the Chriſtian Spirit, and which in all ages have been 


the fruitful ſources of many evil works; 6 "its the 
hiſtory of the Church too clearly teſtifies. | 
If Separatiſts ſhall plead conſcience and fincerity 


for their apology ; the Editor begs them to conſider, 


that Saul was perfectly ſincere, and acted according 


to his conſcience, when he conſented to the murder 
of St Stephen, and dragged multitudes of our Lord's 
Diſciples before the Magiſtrates to be puniſhed. For 
he verily thought, that he ought to do many things 


contrary to the name of Jeſus of Nazareth ; and he 
lived in all good conſcience, when his fury raged moſt 
violently ; yet no ſooner did he become a Chriſtian, 
than he confeſſed that he was a blaſphemer, and 
the chief of finners, becauſe he had perſecuted the 
Church of God. His good conſcience could not 


atone for his bloody hands, becauſe he acted upon 
an erroneous conſcience, and had not enquired, with- 


out prejudice, into the truth of Chriſttanity. His 
ignorance, therefore, was no good excuſe; nor will 


it excuſe any other finner, unleſs it be more invinci- 


ble than was St Paul's; ; and ſo proceed either from 
want of natural capacity, which rarely happens, or 
from want of opportunity to come at the truth; 

which, in a Chriſtian country, can hardly be the 


caſe of any. And therefore, ſince by our unhappy 


divifions Chritt is actually diſhonoured, and much other 
miſchief done, what will it, what can it avail Schiſ- 


matics to be dacere in error, which, by due pains 


and care they might have avoided? Evidently no- 
thing. For their ſeparation being cauſeleſt, or when 
no ſinful term of communion is required, clearly 
thews, that they have not that * true Chriſtian tem- 
per and behaviour, which Mr Macgill ſuppoſes; 
becauſe they want that humility, reverence for order, 
and /ubmion to authority, which Chriſt requires, Heb. 
Xiil. 17. without which, peace and unity cannot be 
preſerved 
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preſerved in the Chriſtian Church, nor love and con- 


cord be eſtabliſhed in the world. And ſince we 
learn from St ſames, that he who offendeth in one 
- point is guilty of all, which at leaſt implies, that he 
cannot be entitled to the rewards of: beaven; and 
ſince our Lord tells us, that he Who breaketh the 
leaſt of his commandments and teacheth men to do 
. ſo; ſhall be called the leaſt in the kingdom of heaven, 
that is, ſhall never enter into it, as Doctor Hammond 
and others explain the words, is it not ſadly to be 
apprehended, that, however well diſpoſed we may all 
be to judge favourably of one another's condition, yet 
the far greateſt part of Schiſmatics, who ſo viſibly 


deſpiſe their Lord's dying precept reſpecting unity, 


have more to fear than to hope for; becauſe they 
teach by their example, which is more powerful than 
precept, that to rend the body of Chriſt in pieces, 
and to bring diſhonour on his ſacred perſon, may be 
perpetrated w ithout guilt, and conſequently without 
puniſhment? . Kas o v eros of: Y 
That our Bleſſed Lord is to have a true Church until 
the end of the world, is certain from what he td to 
his Apoſtles, St Matth. xxviii. 204 and alſo from this 
farther promiſe, that the gates of Hell ſhall not pre- 
vail againft it. And as there cannot be a true Church, 
without Paſtors who derive their authority from him 
to feed his flock ; becauſe without ſuch, both the wa- 
ter of baptiſm, and the bread of life behoved to fail, 


as Mr Daubeny has ſufficiently made appear; hence 


it muſt be ct great conſequence to diſcover, among 
which of all the ſects of Chriſtians, (holding the Ca- 
tholic faith in purity, and without criminal mixtures) 
thoſe Paſtors of Chriſt's appbintment are to be found; 
becauſe, wherever Paſtors, ſo qualified, are, there is 
the true Church of God, with which all ought to 
unite. 

Now, to prevail with all Chriſtians in this country, 
to enter upon this important enquiry without parti- 
ality and without prejudice, is the Editor's deſign in 
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| - publiſhing this little treatiſe ; wherein, he humbly. 
„ | apprehends, it is proved, that praying publicly exc | 

| tempore, or without premeditation, or arranging pro- 
| perly the materials of prayer, is directly ſinful, be- 
Mn 5 cauſe contrary. to the command of God by Solomon, 
bo Eccleſ. ch. v. And farther, that a liturgy, and Epiſ- 

E | copal ordination, are abſolutely neceflary to the re- 
=. gular organization of a Chriſtian Church; as alſo to 
3F | prevent impoſitions on the laity, and leading them 
il} | | into fin. . 
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On the other hand. He thinks it is proved, that the 
Epiſcopal Church of Scotland is primitive in her 
government, and conſequently has true Paſtors ; 
_ ſound alſo in her faith, becauſe it is the ſame with 
that contained in the Apoſtles, Nicene, and Athan- 
Wl - | | aſian creeds.* And moreover, as the Engliſh Pray- 
3M er-book, which is uſed alſo in Scotland, is, though 
[| - -Not perfect, yet a moſt excellent form, and its im- 
perfections chiefly owing to repetitions, by the junc- 
tion of three offices, which were deſigned to be read at 
different hours, can eaſily be remedied, by a few 
rubricks, or directions; hence the Editor concludes, 
= that his Church 1 is pure likewiſe in her worſhip, eſpe- 
l * cially, as the points wherein her principal ſervice, 
1 or Communion- office, differs from that of the Church 
_ of England, have been approved of, as conformable 
IJ EI 8 ws OY OO 


= Although the Editor believes the doctrine of the Athanaſian 
= creed, he does not uſe it; becauſe he is unwilling to repeat the 
_damnatory clauſes. For, though it be undoubtedly certain, that. 
Chriſtians who believe not, ſhall be damned, fince our Lord hath 
fajd fo; yet, as he hath not alſo faid, that they muſt believe the 
Bi doqctrine of the Holy Trinity prec! iſely as that creed hath explained 
n | it; and as he knows there are many learned and worthy men in 
| | England, and ſome in Scotland, who believe a Trinity in Unity, 
but do not admit of any ſubordination i in Deity, therefore he thinks 

it improper for him to declare, that, in order to be ſaved, d is ne- 
_ 'Cefſary to agree exallly with the Athanafian creed. By the way, 

how thoſe gentlemen who deny the ſubordination of the Son, to the 
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to the liturgies of the pure 1 primitive Church of 


Chriſt, not only by many of her moſt learned and 


able divines in former times, but by ſome alſo of her 
5 Biſhops and learned and pious clergymen at this 


day. * ; 
e | Finally, 
* Biſhop Andrews, Archbiſhop Lad, Mr Toleph Mede, Bi- 


ſhop Bull, e Wake, Dr Hickes, Dr Brett, Mr John- 
fon, Mr Wheatley, Mr Scandaret, and a long liſt beſides, have 


not only approved of the oblatory prayer, and the invocation o 


the Holy Spirit; but ſeveral, I might ſay moſt of them, have con- 
tended for the nece//ity of both to the right conſecration of the Holy 


Euchariſt. Not only ſo; but when the Editor was laſt in Lon- 


don, a Biſhop, ſtill in life, who, he believes, has no ſuperior in 
learning and abilities, looking at the Scotch Communion- office, 
which had been evil ſpoken of, exclaimed, * O! there is nothing 
© here, which was not in our firſt Liturgy of King Edward VI. I 


© am ſorry to tay, that I do not think we improved our Commu- 


© nion-office by the alterations that were made on it.“ In the fame 
langu e did the learned and worthy author of the Guide to the 
f expreſs himſelf, in a late letter to the Editor. And 
an honourable Baronet, a modeſt, ſenſible, and learned Cler 
man, a Dignitary in the Dioceſe of Exeter, whom the Editor had 
the pleaſure to admit to his altar the 1ſt Sunday of OQober, ſtrong- 
ly exprefſed his approbation allo. Indeed, the Editor is perſua- 


ded, that there is not one learned, ſenſible, and pious Clergyman 


in England, who'is acquainted with the Liturgies of the primitive 
Church, but would be extremely happy, that both the oblation 


and invocation were as full and clear in the Engliſh, as they are 


in the Scotch Office. And of ſuch importance did the Editor 
coniider both, that ſome years ago, when he officiated in England, 
uuder the authority of Mr Gordoun, the laſt nonjuring Biſhop there, 
he made a pauſe, after the words of Inſtitution, and introduced 


them by a ſecret prayer. Biſhop Gordoun did the ſame. He has 


only farther to add, that although the Church of England altered 


the prayer of invocation, and omitted the oblatory prayer alto- 


ether, to pleaſe, and in hopes, he believes, of ſtrengthening the 
. ai, by reconciling ſome foreign Preſbyterian Churches 


to Epiſcopacy; yet ſhe was ſo far from confidering them as improper, 


far leſs as Popiſn uſages, as ſome have ignorantly repreſented them, 
that her Biſhops, in concurrence with the other branches of the 


Legiſlature, declared in that very act of Parliament which made 
the alterations ; (an act which is at this day in force, ſo far as con- 
derns the Prayer-book) that the ſirſt Liturgy of King Edward VI. 


was concluded with one uniform agreement by the aid of the Holy 
| bal, 
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; EE 
Finally, fince there are no Lord Biſhops in the 
Scotch Church, nor other dignitaries to be ſupported 


— 


language, therefore, muſt be conſidered, as the ſentiments of the 


and Confeſſors), who compoſed it; and N of the Con- 


„ 


Queen Anne; and they ſtand condemned as guilty of a wilful and 
damnable In, by an act of King Edward; which, though repealed 
by Queen Mary, was Te-eftabliſhed by Queen Elizabeth, confirm- 
ed by Charles II. and is at this day in force. Wherefore, the 
Editor earneftly entreats, exhorts, and warns the above Clergy, and 
their hearers,. to attend to this, ald to conſider ſeriouſly ike dan- 
gerous ſituation whercin they ſtand. He entreats them alſo to con- 
Uider, that, as Epiſco Aalians, they ought tb ſubmit to the authority 


of. Biſhops, and ſhould obey them whom God hath ſet over them. 


kleb an 17. Conſequently, in Scotland, they ſhould fubmit to 
the authority of the Scotch Biſhops ; as none but theſe, (either 
by the rules of the Chriſtian Church, or the laws of this coun- 
try) can have any juriſdiction over them. Vet: the authority of the 
Scotch | Biſhops they deſpiſe ; and ſo the Clergy and their Laity 


are 


ix 


* 


at great expence, (an objection ads to the Church 

olf England, by the lovers of this world), the Editor, 
from all taken together, preſumes to fay, that the 
Epiſcopal Church of Scotland, is ſuch a; Church, as 
all Chriſtians in, this country, not only may, but are 
in duty bound to communicate with: Becauſe, if her 
communion is pure, and all Chriſtians ought to be f 
one cemmunion, (both which points, the. Editor: ima- 
gines, is clearly proved 1n;this little tract), then it 
follows, that all who are ſeparated from her muſt be: 
in the wrong, and are, for thei. OWN; afery, obliged 
inſtantly. to unite with her. 

Wherefore, the Editor begs Jeane- to beſpeak all 
concerned, in the words of Jotham to the men of 
Shechem, Hearken unto me, that God may hearken 
unto you: Hearken unto, me n, in the day ol your 
health and life, that God may hearken. unto. yau in 
the day of fickneſs and death : Do not go on, ſince 

no ſinful terms of communion are required to divide 
the Church of God, and rend your Saviour's myſtical 
body aſunder, which like his ſeamleſs coat, he 4 
to be one piece; but mark them who cauſe diviſions, 
and avoid them, that ye may be perfectly joined to- 
gether with this pure Church, in the ſame mind, and 
in- the ſame judgment. Above all, let me beſeech 
you, in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, no longer 
to expoſe to reproach and blaſphemy, by unhappy 
diviſions, 


ow” . 


are a body without a head; which is a monſter in nature ; and 
was never before ſeen in any other part of the Chriſtian Church, 
from the time of our Blefſed Saviour to this day. A fact, very 
extraordinary! and which, if reflected on as it ſhould be, 1s enough 
to make the hardieſt of them tremble. | 
Before this long note is concluded, the Editor maker the liberty 
to add, that the Honourable Baronet, above alluded to, was ſo 
ſenfible of the irregular conduct of the Engliſh ordained Clergy in 
this place, that he declared, he would have rather faid his prayers 
at home, than to have joined with any of tbem in worſhip. O think 
of all this, and of what farther has been ſaid, and yet, while it is 
time, repent in duſt and aſhes: 
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croſs and died to redeem you; for theſe will tor- 


ture him more ſeverely, than did the nails that 


tore his limbs, or the ſpear which pierced his fide. 
But rather take to you words and ſay, Holy Lord and 


God! We confeſs with ſorrow, that we have too long 


1 erred from thy commandments, and like ſheep going 


aſtray, have wandered from thy fold : But we now 
| reg our error; and, DE to heal the breach 


thy Church, we will inſtantly. unite with that pure 
communion which Thou haſt providentially diſcover- 


- ed to us: So ſhall we eſcape that deluge of peſtife- 


rous doctrines wherewith our country is inundated, 


and ſafely reſt in x the true ark of God, all the days of 


our life. = 
That God iy Ebbe you thus to ſpeak and thus 
to NN 18 the earneſt and hearty prayer 925 


Honoured and beloved Brethren, 
| | . 44s Your affectionate Brother and Friend 1 in Chriſt, 
£7 WII. . ABERNETHY DRUMMOND. 


EM bee oo 


5 1 1798. 


N. B. The additions to the Text are marked with 


double inverted commas, at the beginning of the 
eee and . . be N diſtinguiſhed, 
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INTRODUCTION. _ ; 


HE object of the worthy Author of THE GUE 
| ro THE CHURCH, which, with his permiſſion, is 
here attempted to be abridged, was twofold : In 
the firſt place, to qualify the Members of the Church 
to give a reaſon for their communion with it, and 
thereby prevent their being carried about- from one 
place of public worſhip to another, upon the miſtaken 
idea, that it is a matter of indifference where the 
word of God is preached, or by whom ; and, in the 
ſecond place, to open the eyes of thoſe, who, perhaps, 
with the beſt intention, may, through ignorance, have 
* ſeparated from the Church, and who, were they bet- 
ter informed, might not ſcruple to prefer its ſober 
and edifying worſhip, to that in which they are at 
preſent engaged. 
Alt may be added, that, if W read by the 
Members of the Eftablithment, and of the Ea gliſh 
Chapels, it may, by the bleſſing of God, * a 
third good end, and bring over to the Church, ſome 
well meaning and pious Preſbyterians and Epiſco- 
pPalians, who were never before in her communion ; 
_. becauſe, it may convince them of the neceſſity of 
uniting with our pure and orthodox Church, in order 
that they may agree, both in opinion and practice, 
with the firſt and beſt Chriſtians.“ For ſchiſm, or the 
ſin of dividing the Church, by a caufeleſs ſeparation 
from it, was conſidered, in primitive times, (when 
our Chriſtian Duty in all its parts, was better under- 
ſtood and practiſed than it now is,) to be a crime of 
the moſt heinous nature: And it cannot be, becauſe 
opinions on this ſubject have changed with the tunes, 
that the nature of this fin is alſo changed. For a wil- 
ful {aparation from the Church, ſo long as it continues 


to 
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to be a PEO! of Grits forming, muſt at 5 times be 
equally finful ; it being not leſs an oppoſition to a 
divine inſtitution in one age than in another. Con- 


ſequently, what was ſaid upon this ſubject in the firſt 


days of Chriſtianity, muſt apply to it with the ſame 


force and propriety in the times in which we live. 
Upon the authority of an inſpired Apoſtle, we are 


informed, that thoſe who * cauſe diviſions in the 
„ Church, are to be avoided as perſons * who ſerve 
2 not.the Lord Jeſus.” Now, I beſeech you, bre- 


* thren, mark them which cauſe diviſions and offences 


 *-contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned, and 


* avoid them : for they that are ſuch, ſerve not our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” Rom. xvi. 17. And if they ſerve 


not the Lord Jeſus, it requires no great ſagacity to 
determine whom they do ſerve; for there are but 


two maſters in this caſe that can be ſerved ; either 
that divine maſter, who in love tq man, ſet up his 
kingdom in oppoſition to the prince of this world, 
that he might thereby more effectually countera& 


his evil work; or that evil worker himſelf, whoſe con- 


Rant employment it is, ſo far as in him lies, to divide 
and deſtroy that kingdom. 


Now, no greater advantage can be given the com- 
mon enemy in any cauſe, than by a diviſion among 


the parties profeſſedly engaged in its ſupport. A 
conſideration, which accounts for that ſtreſs, ſo re- 


peatedly laid in the apoſtolic writings, upon the pre- 


ſervation of union and harmony among Chriſtians, as 
eſſential to the well-being of the Church, conſidered 
as a ſociety formed by God, for the purpoſe of carry- 
ing into effect · a regular deſign for the benefit of its 
members. 


There are doubtleſs to be found; in all congrega- 


tions profeſſing Chriſtianity, many ſincere, honeſt, 
and well diſpoſed people, who, in conſequence of 
their never having had the truth properly laid be- 
fore them, have taken up with erroneous opinions, 
VPhich, from prejudice of es. they are pre- 


vented 


* 


i vented hin bringing to the teſt of reaſon and ſcrip- 


ture. Such men may be conſidered, as not far from 
the kingdom of God: and it muſt be the earneſt wiſh 

of every Miniſter of that kingdom, to bring them in- 

to it. For, could they be but once brought acquaint- 


ed with the nature of Chriſt's Church, there is rea- 


| ſon to believe, that they would never again ſeparate 


from its communion; becauſe, they would be con- 
vinced, that the plan upon which Chriſt has eſtabliſn- 


ed his Church upon earth, muſt be conformed to, by 


all who expect to enjoy the privileges annexed to it. 


Upon looking into the writings of the Apoſtles, we 


find frequent mention made of the unity of the Chri- 


ſtian Church, as neceſſary to the preſervation of that 


peace, Which Chriſt, the Prince of Peace, left with 

his followers; and repeated and earneſt cautions a- 
gainſt thoſe diviſions, by which it muſt be unavoida- 
bly diſturbed. The mark, or diſtinction, therefore, 
4 which the profeſſors - of Chriſt's religion ought to 
be known, is, that love and harmony, by which they 
are joined together i in the /ame mind, and in the ſame 
daofrine, as the firſt Chriſtians were, when the mul- 


* titude of them that N were of one heart and 
of one ſoul.“' Acts iv. N 


As the time of our Saviour s departure from the 


world drew near, the future eſtabliſhment of his 


Church appears to have conſtituted the moſt inte- 


reſting ſubject of his thoughts. That moſt earneſt and 
ſolemn prayer addreſſed to his Father almoſt imme- 
. diately before his ſuffering, ſtrongly marks out to 


us his dying wiſh upon it : where, after having firſt 


prayed for thoſe particular diſciples, to whoſe im- 


mediate care and direction he thought fit to commit. 
his Church, that they might be duly ſanctified for 
the great work of their miniſtry, he thus proceeds: 


Neither pray I for theſe alone, but for them alſo 
* which ſhall believe on me through their word; that 


* they all may be one, as thou, Father, art in me, and 


I in thee, that they alſo may be one in us; that 
A 2 Wo 
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b hp: world may believe that thou hat ſent me.“ 


St John, vii. 20. 1171. . 


Unity, therefore, was en to be an eſſential | 
characteriſtic of the Church of Chriſt ; the. members 
of which were to be conſidered as conſtituting one 
body, animated by one ſpirit, imparted to them by 


their regular communication with one head, Jeſus 
_ Chriſt. Agreeable to which idea, the Apoſtle ad- 
dreſſes himſelf to his Ephefian converts: I beſeech 


vou (lays he) that you walk worthy of the voca- 
tion 'wherewith ye are called; with all lowlineſs 
and meekneſs, with long ſuffering, forbearing one 


another in love; endeavouring to keep the unity 


« of the ſpirit in the bond of peace.“ As a reaſon 
for their ſo doing, the Apoſtle proceeds to remind 
them, that * there is one body ; and one ſpirit ; one 
hope of their calling; one Lord, one faith, one bap- 
* tiſm, one God and Father of all, who is above all, 
and through all, and in all.“ Epheſ. „ 
We have here a picture of the Chriſtian Church 


in its perfect ſtate; in which, in conformity to Chriſt's 


inſtitution, it ought at all times to be found: a 


ſociety joined together by the bond of charity, in 
the profeſſion of the ſame faith; into which the 


members of it are admitted by one and the ſame 
baptiſm; in conſequence of which they become par- 


takers of that ſpirit, which is derived to them from 


their union with one head, Jeſus Chriſt; and are ſup- 


ported by the lively hope, that where that head of 
the body is, there, in the fulneſs of time, ſhall the 
members of it be alſo. 

If the Church, as it is now e in the 
world, bears little reſemblance to this primitive pat- 
N it muſt be in conſequence of men either ha- 

ing formed miſtaken notions with reſpect to the 
2 of it, or deviated from the plan upon which 
it was originally eſtabliſhed. In either caſe, they 
are decetving themſelves. For, as the Church is but 


one, and the promiſes of God are made only to that 


Church; 


S. 


Church ; man's covenanted title to thoſe promiſes 
muſt depend upon his being a member of it ; upon 
the ſame principle, that thoſe perſons only, who 
have been admitted members of -a n can lay | 
claim to the privileges of it. 

Hence it becomes a matter of importance with 
every man to be ſatisfied, whether he really is in the 

Church of Chriſt, or not; for, be it remembered, 
the ſincerity of his profeſſion will not ſupply the de, 
ficiency of thoſe privileges and bleſlings, of which 
he is not in a ſituation to partake, 

The Lord, we read, Acts ti. 47. at the firſt 
opening of the apoſtolic commiſſion, * added daily to 
the Church ſuch as ſhould be ſaved,” From whence 
we underſtand, that admiſſion into the Church is no 
indifferent thing, but a privilege of an important 

kind: becauſe it appears from holy Scripture, that 

the only appointed road to heaven lies through the 
Church of Chrift upon earth. For the antes is the 

Spouſe of Chriſt. whoſe office it is to bring forth 
children unto God. And it is from the arms of thi 
ſpiritual mother, that all the legitimate children | _ 
the Father are received. | 

Were this well conſidered, it might be ſuppoſed, : 
that, where an event of ſuch importance is at ſtake, 
no wiſe man would venture to make experiments, by 
forſaking the communion of that pure part of Chriſt's. 
Church in which he lives. To prevent this, and in 
order to enable well meaning Chriſtians to form ſome 
correct: judgment in this matter, the pious and ſen- 
{ible author of THR Guips To THE CHuRcn, bath, in 
the true ſpirit of charity, laid down ſome plain 
thoughts upon the following important heads. /, 

On the nature, deſign, and conſtitution of the 
Chriſtian Church; and, 2dly, On the ſin of Schiſm, 
or wilful ſeparation from it; with a practical appli- 


cation of theſe important points to the different ſtates 
ol thoſe concerned | in them. | 
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CHAP. 1. 


4 


5 On TAE an Diner. AND ConsrrruTION of 


THE CHRISTIAN Cnunch, CONSIDERED AS A VisIBLE 
Socixrr. ä 


Bxroxk we can be qualified to deteritiing what is 


Woe” we muſt have acquired ſome juſt and eſta- 
bliſhed notion with reſpect to what is right. An 
acquaintance, therefore, with the nature, deſign, 
and conſtitution of the Chriſtian Church, becomes a 


neceſſary preparative to our forming a proper judge- 


ment upon the deviations or diviſions from it. 


To trace the Church through its ſeveral progreſſive 
ſtages; from its original eſtabliſnment in paradiſe, 
where the good news of a Saviour was firſt delivered 
to fallen man, down to that fulneſs of time when 
our Saviour came in the fleſh to viſit us; would lead 
into too wide a field. It is our happineſs, and to 


that part of the ſubject our preſent attention is confi- 
ned, that we live in that ſtage of the Church, which 
may be conſidered as the completion of every for- 
mer diſpenſation. Jeſus Chriſt, the head of the 
Church, by purging it from the corruptions which it 


had contracted, and reſtoring its worſhip to that ſpi- 
ritual ſtandard in which its perfection conſiſts; has, 
as it were, put his finiſhing hand to the eſtabliſhment 

of it, upon the plan beſt calculated to ſecure the 


purpoſe he had 1n view. 


It is a matter, therefore, of importance, that we 
ſhould be particular in our obſervations upon this 


point; becauſe a deviation from Chri/?'s plan, by an 


attempt to alter the conſtitution of his Church, may 


make it a very different thing from What it was de- 


ſigned to be; and though, in this caſe, a man may 


ſatisfy himſelf, by calling the creature of his own ima- 
Eaten the Church of Chrit, it certainly does not 


follow 


- 
* 
* 
= 
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follow that it is ſo; 6a it may * the moſt danger- 
ous piece of ſelf- impoſition to call it ſo. 8 
To underſtand the nature and deſign of the Chri- 
Ginn Church, we mutt conſider the world at large as 
lying in wickedneſs ; and, conſequently, in a ſtate of 
condemnation before God. Out of this wicked ſociety, 
of which all men are by nature born members, God 
has been_pleaſed to call men into another ſociety, 
very different from it; the object of which is to mi- 
niſter to their ſalvation, by ſo purifying them from 
the corruptions of a fallen world, that they may not 
be condemned with it. This ſociety, ſometimes 
called the Church of Chriſt, becauſe Chriſt purchaſed 
it with his blood ; ſometimes his Kingdom, becauſe he 
is the King and Governor of i it, was ſet up in oppoſition + 
to that kingdom of 7hzs, world, which has Satan for 
1ts prince. Into this ſociety, or kingdom, perſons are 
admitted by baptiſm ; which is the ſeal conveying 
to them an aſſurance of their future inheritance ; 
by the regular application of which, they are ſancti- 
fied or ſet apart from the reſt of the world, as the be- 
culiar property of the Holy Spirit. Having, then, in 
conſequence of their being born a-new, or from 
above, in baptiſm, profeſſedly withdrawn themſelves 
from the ſervice of the prince of this world, and en- 
tered into that of the living God, they become en- 
titled to thoſe privileges, which the King, into whoſe 
ſervice they are entered, has purchaſed for his ſub- 
jects. 
, Whilſt, therefore, they who, in their natural condi- 
tion, are ſtrangers from the covenant of promiſe, live 
without hope and without God in the world ; thoſe 
who have been tranſlated from the world into the 
Church, may thereby be conſidered as delivered from 
the powers of darkneſs, and become heirs with Chriſt 
of an eternal kingdom. 
The privileges to which the members of the Church 
are entitled, namely, pardon of fin, the grace of the 
Holy Spirit, and — lite, having been purchaſed 


by 


8 \ 
PE 
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by Jeſus Chriſt ; IN Church mult, of neceſſity. 
be a ſociety of Hir forming. For no man can take 
upon hitnſelf to form a Church; in other words, to 
call men out of the world, and by incorporating them 
into a certain ſociety, thereby to inveſt them with 
goſpel privileges, for this plain reaſon; becauſe no 
man can enſure to the members of a ſociety of his 
own framing, thoſe privileges which he has it not in 
his power to confer. Every thing, therefore, in this 
— muſt be done in the name, and by commiſſion 
from Chriſt; becauſe Chriſt is the fulfiller of that 
divine engagement, by which alone man is delivered 
from condemnation with the world, and P in a 
ſtate of acceptance with God. 
Now, nothing can be more obvious to common 
ſenſe, than that no man can engage for what he is 
not in a condition to perform, unleſs particular circum- 
ſtances authoriſe him ſo to do. On the other hand, 
3 an engagement entered into on the behalf of another, | 
can be binding only upon the party, by virtue of a 
_ commiſſion received for that purpoſe. The applica- 
| tion of theſe two ſelf-evident poſitions, ſufficiently 
l | points out the difference, between thoſe who have 
= received a commiſſion from the Head of the Church, 
D to adminiſter the affairs of this ſpiritual race and 
| 3 thoſe who have not. . 
Ik f it be admitted, then, that the Church is a fo 
3 ciety ; ; as ſuch, it muſt be poſſeſſed of power neceſſary 
| to its own preſervation. It muſt have its rules and 
=_ - orders ; and, conſequently, i its governors, to carry thoſe 
= | rules and orders into eſſect. Without ſuch a provi- 
\F ſion for order and government, no ſociety can fub- 
1 ſiſt. 
\ | That ſuch a power was left with the Church by its  - 
divine Founder, 4s to be proved from the commiſſion. 
1 . by which the governors of it received authority to 
; admit members into the Church, and to exclude them 
A from it, according to the qualification or diſqualifica- 
| tion of the reſpective parties. And that this power 
6p 4 comprehended 
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9 
comprehended under it every exertion of authority 


neceſſary to the regulation of the ſaetety committed to 
their management, we conclude (to avoid multiply- 


ing proof upon a ſubject that fpeaks for itſelf), from 


St Paul's charge to his diſciples, that they ſhould 


* obey them that had the rule over them, and ſub- 
mit themſelves ;* from the conſideration, that their 


ſpiritual governors * e for their ſouls, Heb. 
xili. 17. 
Moreover, as there are Aütterendes of adminiſtra- 


tions, and diverſities of operations to be performed i in 


the Church, there muſt be perſons regularly appoint- 
ed to che diſcharge of the ſeveral offices, neceſſary to 
the well-being of the ſociety to which they belong. 


But a regular appointment of oflicers, pre-ſuppoies a 


power lodged ſome where, to determine upon the 
qualification of the undertaking parties ; for, if indi- 
viduals are left to ſettle this matter for themſelves, 


the ſociety will not only be worſe ſerved for the time 


being ; (the molt ſelf-ſufficient men being, generally 
ſpeaking, the leaſt qualified to diſcharge the office 
they undertake); but, what is a ſtill further conſi- 


deration, the diſorder conſequent upon an indiſcrimi- 


nate exerciſe of public functions, muſt ultimately ter- 


minate in the diſſolution of that ſociety, where ſuch 


confuſion prevails, 


But the Church being a ſociety of which Chriſt is 
the Head, from whom alone all the benefits belong- 


ing to it are derived ; the appointment of the govern- 


- ors, together with the rules and orders by which this 


| ſociety | is to be managed and directed, muſt originate 
with, and receive its ſanction from him. For man, 
merely as man, can claim no rule over his fellow- 


. creatures. Government, therefore, whether in Church 
or State, muſt look to that ſupreme Diſpoſer, from 
whom all power is derived; by whoſe authority alone 


the validity of its exertions can be eſtabliſhed. The 

reaſon of the thing, in this caſe, we ſhall find upon 

enquiry. to be confirmed by the hiſtory of facts. 
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. | commiſſion, delivered to the INVES ſeems purpoſe- 


0 


© When our nn after Wo reſurrection, procted- . 
ed to the regular eſtabliſnment of his Church upon 


earth, he appointed the eleven principal diſciples, or 
Apoſtles as they are called by way of diſtinction, to 
meet him in a mountain in Galilee, for the purpoſe 
of delivering his commiſſion and directions to them 
on that ſubject. Then the eleven diſciples (we read) 
went away into Galilee, into a mountain, where 


« Jeſus had appointed them. And Jeſus came, and 


ſpake unto them, ſaying, All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth. Go ye, therefore, and 
teach (or make diſciples in) all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt; teaching them to obſerve 
* all things whatſoever I have commanded you: and 
10! I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 


world.“ St Matth. xxvii. 18. 
It is to be obſerved, that our ger 8 diſciples at 


this time exceeded the number of five hundred. For, 


after his reſurrection, St Paul tells us, that © he was 
* ſeen of above five hundred brethren at once. But our 


Saviour did not deliver the commiſſion for adminiſter- 


ing the ſacraments of his Church to his diſciples at. 
large, but only to his eleven Apoſtles ; and to them, 
not by accident, but, it ſhould ſeem, by expreſs de- 


fen; and in conſequence of a particular appoint- 


ment to meet him for that purpoſe. 
Now the granting a commiſſion manifeſtly implies, 


that none but thoſe to whom it has been delivered, 


have authority to act in the buſineſs for which the 
commiſſion has been granted. Were it otherwiſe, the 


commiſſion would be an uſeleſs form. Chriſt, there- 


fore, by making choice only of eleven out of the 
whole number of his diſciples, intended, it is preſum- 


ed, that the buſineſs which he authoriſed them to do, 


mould not be performed by every one that might think 


puer to take upon him to execute it. ; 


It is to be remarked further, that the tenor of the 
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ly calculated to provide againſt, and thereby to fen 


der . all Nele confeuted: ener in the 


Church. 


As my. F ather hath ſent me, ſaid Chriſt, © {ſo | 
Y ſend I you; Ge. According to the common im- 
port of which words, as well as the received ſenſe of 


them in the Gatholic Church, our Saviour is to be un- 
derſtood, as if he had ſaid; with the ſame power 


1 


ʒ to conſtitute and govern my Church, I ſend you 
and your ſucceſſors, for the further advancement of 


accompany the regular adminiſtration of the office 
to the end of the world. As, therefore, in conſe- 
quence of the miſſion which I have received from 
my Father, I ſend you, fo, by virtue of the miſſion 
received from me, you have authority to ſend others, 


a regular adminiſtration of the affairs of my king- 
dom, to the end of time. 

But, it may be ſaid ; although this cnt de- 
hvered to the Apoſtles, ſtamps a diſtinction upon their 
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characters, and evidently inveſts them with a parti- 
cular office and authority ; yet it does not furniſh 


| ſufficient light, by which to determine' the preciſe 
conſtitution of the Chriſtian Church. It certainly 


does not; and were there no other light vouchſafed 
to us on this ſubject, we ſhould not ſpeak ſo decided 
ly upon it, as we now feel ourſelves authoriſed to 


do. 
But, perhaps, more information may be ed 
in this caſe, than the Bible was deſigned to furniſh: 


Divine revelation, it is to be obſerved, was not meant 


to gratify the curigſity, but to furniſh information 

ſufficient to eſtabliſn the faith, and govern the practice 

of the Chriſtian profeſſor. It is not to be ſuppoſed, 

that, in the thort hiſtory given by the Apoſtles, one 

thouſandth part of the == or inſtruction, _ 
| 2 | e 


and authority that my Father ſent me into the world, 


the ſame divine purpoſe ; and lo! my Spirit ſhall 


for the purpoſe of carrying on, and perpetuating, 
the plan which I have ſet on foot in the world, by 


SY 


ed by our Saviour to his diſciples, equi be 3 Es, 


St John makes uſe of a ſtrong expreſſion, where he 
ſays, that if all things which Jeſus did ſhould be 
* written, every one, the world itſelf could not con- 
* tain. the books that ſhould be written; thereby. gi- 
ving us to underſtand, that the hiſtories written by the 
Apoſtles furniſh but a very ſhort abſtract of our Sa- 
our's life and converſation; by no means ſuſſicient 
to qualify the reader to form a minute and 'circum- 
ſtantial judgment, with * to any * 
tranſaction recorded.” -- -:::- 

Upon the ſubject before us, for inſtance, we have 
no information but what is derived from the mere 
recital of the fact; that our Saviour did, after his re- 
ſurrection, deliver a commiſſion to his eleven diſ- 
ciples, relative to the government of his Church. The 
manner in which this commiſſion was to be carried 
into effect, is to be aſcertained by the ſubſequent 
practice of the Apoſtles; which doubtleſs conformed 
to the direction they had received from their divine 
Maſter: For it is not to. be ſuppoſed that our Saviour 
would fail to accompany the delivery of ſo import- 
ant a commiſſion, with all the information neceſſary 
for the parties entruſted with it. Indeed, it ſhould - 
ſeem, as if this was one of the principal objects our 
Saviour had in view, in remaining ſo long upon earth 
after his reſurrection; ſince we are expreſsly told, 
that he employed that time, in ſpeaking of the things 
.* pertaining io the kingdom. of God.” Acts i. 3. If the 
Apoſtles have not recorded the directions which ac- 
coinpanied the delivery of their commiſſion, we are 
not from thence warranted to conclude, that no di- 
rectiant were given; but, that they were judged un- 
neceſſary to be particulariſed; for this reaſon, it may 
be, becauſe the government of the Chriſtian Church 
was to correſpond with that of the Jewiſh; for, the 
Jewiſh and ' Chriſtian Church are to be conſidered, 
not ſo much different efabli/oments;, as two editions, 
if we _ fo ſay, of the ſame * of * the 
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former i. as it were, the ground plan, upon 
| which the latter has been built... 
| Indleed, 


Another reaſon, why. expreſs proof of the na, of ths 
Church by Biſhops, Prieits, and Deacons, is not given in Holy Scrip- 
ture, perhaps, may have been; becauſe, the government of the 
Church having been fixed, before any. part of the New Teftament 
was written, and being viſible to all, it was as unneceſſary to tell what 
its form was, as it would be in a man who was about to write the 
| hiſtory of the preſent tranſactions in Edinburgh, to inform his read- 

ers, that the capital of Scotland is governed by a Provolt and 
Bailies, &'c. The names of particular Magiſtrates might very pro- 
bably be mentioned; as Timothy and Titus are in Scripture z but, 
formally to tell the world. that a Provoſt and Bailies are the par- 
ticular tind of Magiſtrates, by whom the affairs of the City are at 
preſent managed, would certainly be unneceſſary, And, for the 
{ame reaſon, it is not to be expected, that the form of Church 
vernment, which was nous to all Chriſtians, and which, a wk on 
to our Bleſſed Lord's promiſe, muſt remain till the end of the x 
ſhould be particularly inſiſted upon in the New "Teſtament, the 
| ſeveral parts of which were occafionally written, and to perſons 

who behoved to be well acquainted with that matter, We ſee, how- 
ever, that Titus was left in Crete by St Paul, to ſet in order the 
things that were 'wanting, and to ordain Elders or Prefhyters 
alone, in every city; and that Timothy alſo was empowered to 
lay hands alone, and to receive accuſations againſt Preſbyters, though 

a young man. 1 Tim. v. 19. 22. which clearly proves, that, they 
were Biſhops. The Editor, however, does not mean to fay, that 
there were Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, in every city, or even 
province, at the very beginning. There might not, in many places, 
at firſt, be converts fit for. Biſhops.z and if not, the Apoſtles, whoſe 
commiſſion was unlimited, would be obliged to ſupply the want af 
- fuch officers for a time, 1 n like manner, where there was one fit 

for a Biihop, there, might not be many proper to be made Preſby- 
ters: And if not, thenk would be a want of the ſecond otder. 

Notwithſtanding, as our Bleſſed Saviour authoriſed the Apoſtles 
to govern his Church, when he left the world, and empowered them 
to appoint other faithful men to ſucceed them i in their oſſice; ſo, It | 
canaot be doubted, but that they were faithful to their truſt, and did | 
ordain, as ſoon as they could, Biſhops and Paſtors for other cities 
and countries, as well as for Epheſus and Crete. And as no di 
paſſionate man, the Editor thinks, will deny, but that Tamothy/and 
Titus had more power than any fiagle. Preibyter ever exerciſed, ſo 
the hiſtory of the Church, immediately after the death of the A- 
poſtles, clearly proves, chat the government then ſettled was that 
of Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, as ie has ſufficientiy 


ſhown. 
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- Dd as the economy of man's nn forms 
one complete Whole, it is but to be expected, that 
there ſhould be an uniformity in its ſeveral parts; al- 
though the modern Chriſtian, by confining his at- 
tention to one particular part of the divine diſpenſa- 
tion, is thereby unqualified to trace the W 
5 between them. 

If God then thought proper, himſelf” to regulate 
the ſervice of the Jewiſh Church, by the expreſs ap- 
pointment of thoſe who were to bear office in it; it 
is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that he would adopt a ſimi- 
lar plan in the Chriſtian Church. Nor is it to be ima- 
gined, that he who did all things with regularity and 
order; who in his own perſon paid a delicate regard 
to the ordinarices of the old diſpenſation, which were 

to be done away; ſhould leave the affairs of his new 

5 Church 1 in an irregular and diforderly condition. 

Ĩ!hbe hiſtory of the Chriſtian Church proves, that 

he has not done ſo; it being taken for granted, that 
the practice of the Apoſtles, in the execution of their 
commiſſion, will be admitted as authority ſufficient to 
eſtabliſh this fact. The Apoſtles, we are told, did 
not enter upon the ne of their commiſſion, till 
they had received the promiſe of the Father, in the 
gift of the Holy Ghoſt. They were commanded to 
* tarry in Jeruſalem till they were indued with power 
from on high.“ St Luke xxiv. 49. What form of 
government, therefore, the Apoſtles agreed to eſta- 

n . dliſch in the Church, it not expreſsly communicated 

do them by Chriſt in perſon, muſt be conſidered as 

1 bed under the direction of the Holy Spirit. 
Thus, Apoſtolical practice, with reſpect to the go- 

vernment of the Church, well aſcertained, muſt in this 

matter be equivalent to Apoſtolical pnecept with re- 
ſpe& to the doctrine of it ; becauſe the Holy Spirit, by 

| As: the Apoſtles were directed, and whoſe office 

it was to teach them all things neceſſary to the well- 

being of the Chriſtian Church, would not lead theni 
into error in one cal, more than i in the other. 
What 
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What that form of government was, we ſhall by 


at no loſs to determine, if we are diſpoſed to enquire 
fairly into the ſubjet. Indeed, the conſtitution of 
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the Chriſtian Church, as eſtabliſhed by the Apoſtles, 
may be conſidered to be ſufficiently notorious, from 
their writings, to render particular Poo on the ſub- 
ject unneceſſary. 

But did the concluſion upon 'this matter ſtand up- 
on leis firm ground than it really does, or was the 
language of Scripture in this caſe leſs clear than it is, 
the practice of the primitive Church furniſhes ſuch a 
comment upon it, as muſt, we ſhould think, deter- 
mine the judgment of every unprejudiced man. 

It is a known axiom, that every law 1s beſt ex- 
plained by the ſubſequent practice. Let this maxim 
be applied in the preſent caſe. 

We are then as well aſſured as we can be of any 
_ hiſtorical fact whatever, that Timothy, Titus, Ignatius, 

Polycarp, Clemens Romanus, and others, the imme 

diate diſciples of the Apoſtles, did exerciſe the epiſ- 
copal office, for ſubſtance the ſame as it is now ex- 
erciſed, wherever a regular epiſcopacy is to be found. 
From which circumſtance, we feel ourſelves warrant- 
edin concluding, that ſuch was the government ori- 
ginally ſettled in the Church ; becaule it 1s not to be 
ſuppoled, that thoſe who lived with the Apoſtles, 
who exerciſed the office they had received in the 
Church by virtue of- their appointment, and in ſome 
meaſure under their ſuperintendence, would deviate 
from the plan laid down by the Apoſtles, whom they 
conſidered as acting under the immediate direction of 
the Holy Spirit. For if it can be ſuppoſed, that the 
immediate diſciples of the Apoſtles did not know the 
minds of their teachers, or that their practice was 
not Atrictiy conformable to it, we may ſuppoſe any 
thing; and there is no ground left, upon which any 
conclulive reaſoning. on thus ſubject can be built. 

But, what need we, ſaid a judicious writer, who 
had paid particular attention to this ſubject, and 

| whole 
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whoſe writings have been frequently referred to as a 

ſtandard of 1 in Church matters; what 
need we, ſaid he, © to ſeek for proofs, that the A- 
* poffles, who began their orderof regimen by biſhops, 
«. di&-it not but by divine inſtinct; when, without ſuch. 
direction, things of far leſs. weight and moment 
* they attempted not? And ſhall we think, that 

James was made biſhop: of Jeruſalem, Evodius bi- 


hop of the church of Antioch, the angels in the 


* churches of Afia biſhops; that biſhops every where 
© Were appointed to take away factions contentions 
and ſchiſms, without ſome like divine inſtigation and 
direction of the Holy Ghoſt? Wherefore let us not 
fear to be herein bold and peremptory ; that if any 
thing in the Church's regimen, ſurely, the firſt inſti- 
* tution of biſhops was from heaven, was even of God ; 
the Holy Ghoſt was the author of it, Hooker's Ec- 
cleſiaſtieal Polity, Book 7. If we ſay, then, that in 
ever Church that was planted, the offices of biſhop, -. 
and deacon, anſwering to thoſe of high-prieft, 
prieſt, and levite, under the law, were to be found, 
we ſhall-ſay no more than the hiſtory of the primitive 
Chureh will warrant. It being certain, that the econo- 
my of the Chriſtian Church correſponded as nearly to 
thatof her elder ſiſter the Jewiſh Church, as the different 
nature of their reſpeQive ſervices would permit. In- 
deed, from the parallel ſubſiſting between the law 
and the goſpel; the one being conſidered as the type 
or figure of the other, it was no uncommon thing for 
the primitive F athers, in ſpeaking of the government 
of the Chriftian Church, to argue from the diſtinctive 
offices. in the Levitical prieſthood, to a ſimilar diftinc- 
tion in the Chriſtian. : 

Thus, St Clement, one of the firſt biſhops, a fel- 
low-labourer with St Paul, writes to the members of 
the Church at Corinth, for the expreſs purpoſe of 
preſſing upon them the duty of decleſiaſtical ſubordi- 

nation and obedience. To the high; prieſt, fays he, 
were allotted his proper offices; to the priefts their 


proper 
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proper place was as; 2 to the Levites their 
* ſervices were appointed; and the laymen were re- 
* ſtrained within the precepts of laymen.“ 4 

Now, was there no ſimilarity at that time acknow- 
ledged between the form of the iI and Chriſtian 
Anden; were there no offices in the latter, corre- 
| ſponding with thoſe of high prieſt, prieft, and Levite, 
in the former ; the force of argument, otherwiſe to 
be deduced from the application in this caſe, muſt 
have been totally loſt upon the ary to whom it 
was addrefſed. _. 

But, upon appeal to St Paul's writings, we find, 
that part of the charge delivered to Timothy, ap- 

inted biſnop of the Church in Epheſus, was, that 

e ſhould * lay hands ſuddenly on no man ;” that he 
ſhould receive no accuſation againft a preſbyter, but 
before two or three witneſſes; and that the deacons 
in his church, ſhould be men of fober and orderly con- 
verſation. Here, then, we have the form of the 
Chriſtian Church, after the model drawn out by the 
Apoſtles themſelves, with its officers diſtinguiſned 
by their reſpective ſtations; the biſhop as ſupreme 
governor, anſwering to the high prieſt under the 
law, the preſbyters and deacons to the prieſts and Le- 
vites, as ſubordinate miniſters. in it. And by an ap- 
peal to eccleſiaſtical hiſtory it will be found, dust! im- 
mediately from the death of the Apoſtles, or a very 
few years after, the government of the Chriſtian 
Church throughout the world, was in every part of it 
ſettled upon this ſame Apoſtolic p lan. 

Under this form of government has the Church 
continued, from the days of the Apoſtles down to the 
preſent time ; and, doubtleſs, wilt continue ſo to 
the end, whatevet occafional i interruptions it has met 
with, or may ſtill meet with from the prevailing paſ- 
fions and pre judices of ſinful men. For it is im- 

* poſſible,” we are told, * but that offences will 
. come: and there muſt be hereſies; that they 
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which ; are. e approyed may be made manifeſt. 81 
Luke xvii. 1. x Cor. xi. 19. 
_ _ Should further teſtimony in favour of the Wein ; 
ment of the Church, as here deſcribed, be neceſſary, 
we are furniſhed with what muſt be deemed direct to 
the purpoſe, in the writings of St Clement above men- 
tioned, where he ſays, in his firſt epiſtle to the Co- 
runtime; that, the Apoſtles, knowing of the Lord 
+ Jefus, that conteſts would ariſe concerning the epiſ- 
* copal name, (or order) and for this cauſe having 
perfect foreknowledge (of theſe things) they did 
5 ordain thoſe whom we have mentioned before; and 
moreover did eſtabliſh the conſtitution, that ther 
approved men ſhould ſucceed them who died in 
their office and miniſtry. 
Thus, then, upon the authority of St Paul, who was 
called to be an Apoſtle by Jeſus Chriſt, together with 
that of St Clement, who was a bithop within fort 
years after our Lord's reſurrection, and who, as li- 
_ -ving with the Apoſtles, muſt have been made ac- 
quainted with the conſtitution of the Church over 
which he was appointed to preſide; ſupported by the 
conſideration of that uniform ſyſtem of government 
which has prevailed in the Church from the beginning, 
we are warranted in determining, that where we find 
the order of biſho ps, prieſts, and deacons regularly 
appointed, there we find the Church of Chriſt; and 
without theſe, (to make uſe of the words of St Ig- 
natius, who it is to be obſerved was the diſciple of 
> John) it is not called a Church. Let all, ſays 
this holy man, * reverence the deacons as the mini- 
Hy 5 of Jeſus Chriſt, and in like manner the biſhop 
as Jeſys Chriſt, the Son of the Father; the preſhy- 
« ters as the ſenate of God, and college of Apoltles ; 
without theſe it is not called a Church.” | 
From whence the obvious concluſion is, that the 
5 Church is not merely a number of people, agreeing 
in the ſame articles of faith, or in the ſame acts of 
feligious Sor ; ; but it is moreover a focieiy, hold- 


. ing 
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lng one viſble communion under the "IR divinely 
ituted government : a ſociety not of man's, but of 
Cbriſts forming; a ſociety or ſpiritual incorporation, 


of which He is Wh head, and all individual Chriftians, 


who have been regularly admitted into it, the mem- 
bers. For the Church is not a creature of the fan- 
cy, deriving an imaginary exiſtence from the whim - 
and caprice of man, but a ſ=ttled and permanent e- 
ſtabliſhment, the work of divine wiſdom. It is more- 
over not hid in a corner, that men need be at a loſs 
to find it; but a v:/ble ſociety, poſſeſſed of thoſe cha- 
racteriſtic marks, by which it may at all times be 
known. Like all other ſocieties compoſed of fallible 
men, it has, indeed, been deformed by corruptions 
and abuſes ; ; but corruptions and abuſes affect not 
the nature and conſtitution of the Church itſelf, but 
the parties only by whom they have been occa- 
fioned, _ 
To form a proper judgment, therefore, upon this | 
ſubject, recourſe muſt be had to thoſe records which 
contain an account of the original plan, upon which 
the Church was eſtabliſhed by its divine Founder. In 
them we find, that every figure under which it is 
deſcribed has application, not to a confuſed multitude 
of men independent of each other, but to @ regular ſo- 
ciety under an appointed government. It is a Body ha- 
ving many members, of which Chriſt is the Head. 
It is a Kingdom, of which Chriſt is the King It a 
a Family, of which Chriſt is the Maſter. It is 
building fitly framed together, built upon the Foun 
dation ef the Prophets and Apoſtles, Jeſus Chriſt 
© himſelf being the chief corner ſtone.” It is the Fold 
of ſheep, of which Jeſus Chriſt is the Shepherd. All 
which ſeveral deſcriptions lead to the ſame general 
idea of afciation, order and agreement, ſubſiſting a- 
mong the ſeveral members of the Church, conſider- 
ed as parts of the ſame body; in conſequence of which 
they regulacly diſcharge their reſpective offices, con- 
8 tinuing 
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ae in enn eee upon the e Head Bom | 


whence their power of lite and action is derived. 


Such, then, 15 the nature and conſtitution of the 
Church, as it was originally eſtabliſhed” by its ſu- 

= 1 Head, from whence the Apoſtles, and their 
ucceſſors the Biſhops, have derived their commiſſion; 
a branch of that commiſſion which Jeſus Chriſt re- 
ceived from his Father; by virtue of which they chal- 
lenge obedience in ſpiritual things, from every mem 
ber of the Chriſtian Church, as to the ſtewards or 
chief officers in that ſpiritual ſociety, oyer which they 
are authoriſed to preſide. And {ſuch muſt be the con- 
cluſion upon this ſubject, unleſs we ſuppoſe, either 
that the Ap Avotiles underſtood not the nature of the 
commiſhon Rh which they were entruſted, or that, 
for the ſake of aggrandizing their own characters, 
they . e — wg, 
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- Tax 3 of che Church being a Ke of 
Chriſt's forming, for the regular adminiſtration of the 
affairs of his kingdom, for the perfecting of the ſaints, 
for the work of the miniſtry, for the edifying of the 
body of Chrift, Eph. iv. 12. points out the na- 

ture and quality of the fin of ſchiſm. 
The word tranſlated /chifm, which in modern "Y 
guage ſcarce. ſeems to have an appropriate idea an- 
nexed to it, is in the original derived from a verb, 
which fignifies to cut, divide, or ſeparate ; it muſt, 
therefore, relate to ſome body capable of being di- 
vided or ſeparated. Upon reference to the firſt chap- 
ter of St Paus epiſtle to the Epheſians, we find that 
the Church i is called the Body, of which Chriſt is the 
Head. 


Head. „The Father of glory faith the Aj ths 
* hath. put all things under his feet, and given him 
to be the Head over = thin gs to the Church, which 
is his Body. 5 
3 Church; hs in the fi curative language of 
Scripture, 1s the Body of Chriſt Upon further re- 
ference to the 12th chapter of the firſt Epiſtle to the 
Gorinthians, we find the ſame Apoſtle arguing, from 
the connection which ſubſiſts between the members 
of the natural body, to the neceſſity of a ſimilar con- 
nection ſubſiſting between the members of the ſpiritual 
body, that no ſchiſm, no diviſion or ſeparation ſhould | 
take place in the one body more than in the other. 
For, ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. xu. 12. 13. as the 
natural body is one, and hath many members, and all 
the members of that one body, being many, are one 
body; ſo alſo is Chriſt, (or the Church of Chriſt, con- 
ſidered as that body of which individual Chriſtians: are 
the members). For by one Spirit are we all baptized 
into one body.” And the intention of our being thus 
baptized into this one body, or Church of Chriſt, is, 
as the Apoſtle elſewhere Epheſ. iv. 13. 14. Cc. ] in- 
forms us, that we ſnould all come in the unity of 
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
unto a perfect man; unto the meaſure of the ſta- 
ture of the fulneſs of Chriſt: That we ſhould not, 
like children, be toſſed to and fro, and carried a- 
bout with every wind of doctride, by the ſleight of 
men, and cunning craftineſs, whereby they lie in 
wait to ,deceive : but ſpeaking the truth in love, 
-might grow up into him 1n all things, which is the 
Head, even Chriſt: from whom the whole body, 
of the Church, fitly joined together, and compaQted . 
by © that- which every joint ſupplieth, according to 
+ the effectual working in the meaſure of every part, 
mazketh increaſe of the body, unto the edifying of 
* it{elf in love.” 
From whence it appears, that one great objedt in 
the eſtabliſhment of the Church upon earth was, that 
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it- might become one great: n faciety, con 


tinually increaſing in numbers and in ſtrength; a 


firm, compact, #ndifoluble Body, ſo fitly joined toge- 
ther and connected by the harmony of its component 
parts, as thereby to be beſt calculated to produce 


| glory to God, and love among men. 


From chis deſcription of the Church, as the Body 
of Chriſt; the term /chifm, in its application to it, de- 
notes a diviſion. among the members of which that 
body is compoſed ; occationed by a want of obedience 
to the government which Chriſt, by his A poſtles, 
ſettled in the Church; and a conſequent ſeparation 


from its communion, in contradiction to the divine 


plan of its eſtabliſhment ; the deſign of which was, 
— all Chritians ſhould be joined together in the 


ſame mind and in the {ame worſhip, * continuing, ac- 
' cording to the primitive pattern, in the Apoſiles. 
doctrine and fellowſhip, and in breaking of bread, 


and in prayers.” Acts ii. 42. 

Such is the nature and ality of bebiin; which 
ſin conſiſts in its being a direct violation of the order 
and government eſtabliſhed in the Church, thereby 
conſtituting a ſpecies of rebellion n its divine 


Founder. 
Indeed as the word Church, through the modern 


confuſion of language, is underſtood to be applicable 


to all ſocieties of profeſſing Chriſtians, by what au- 
thority, and under what teachers ſoever they may be 


aſſembled, there cau be no ſuch fin as that of /chi/m 
in the world, For the ſin of ſchiſm pre-ſuppoſes the 


eſtabliſhment of a certain ſociety by divine authority, 


_ worth which all Chriſtians. are obliged to communicate. 
Now, if the Church, inftead of being a ſociety eſta- 


bliſhed under a particular government for the purpoſe 
of Chriſtians living in communion with it, is any 


thing, and every thing that men pleaſe to make it, a 


ſeparation "ants it becomes impracticable; becauſe a 
fociety muſt have acquired ſome regular and collected 


form, before a eren from it can take place. But 
upon 


23 


upon the fippoſition that every ſociety of profeſſing 
. Chriftians is the Church of Chriſt; the Church, in 
that caſe, conſiſts of as many ſeparate ſocieties under 
different forms, as there are fanciful men to make 
them; and, conſequently, is no longer in that col- 
lected ſtate in which it is poſtible- to live in com- 
munion with it. For before the members of the 
Church can live in communion with each other, the 
Church, as a ſociety, muſt be at unity in itſelf. 

To determine upon the legalicy or illegality of a 
practice from man's opinion concerning it, in modern 
times at leaſt, js to ſet up a ſtandard of judgment 
which is perpetually varying, and on that account 
ever liable to deceive. Chriftians, in religious matters, 
have a more ſure word than that of man at any time 
to depend upon: if they are wiſe, therefore, they 
will not ſuffer themſelves to be. governed by a lefer 
authority, when they have a greater always at hand 
to direct them. Cuſtom has, indeed, ſo far recon- 
ciled us to the diviſions that have taken place 
among Chriitians, that they are no longer ſeen in 
the licht! in which they were ſeen in the primitive 
days of the Church; whilſt charity, forbidding us 
to ſpeak harihly of the ſpiritual condition of our 
brethren, has in a manner tended to efface the ſin of 
ſchiſm from our minds. But though we preſume to 
judge no man, leaving all judgment to that Being 
who is alone qualified to make allowance for the in- 
yincible ignorance, ſtrong prejudice, imperfect rea- 
ſonings, and miſtaken judgments, of his frail crea. 
tures; yet, mult it not from hence be concluded, 
that it is a matter of zndiference, whether Chriſtians 
communicate with the Church or not; or that there 
is a doubt upon the ſubject of ſchiſm, whether it be 

a ſin or not. 
That Schiſm is a Sin of a very heinous nature, we 
pronounce from the utmoſt evidence of Scripture. 
Looking into the writings of St Paul, Gal. v. 20. 
we ſee Schiſm fpoken of as a carnal fin ; under the 
name of ſeditions and diviſions, as the original word 
8 elſewhere 


BAY elfewhere ſignifies, Rom. xvi. 17. and that this fig 


confiſts in a ſeparation from the communion, and a 
 fetting up of teachers independent of tbe government, 


and deſtructive of the unity of the Chriſtian Church, 
A ſin which, beſides its being the parent of confuſion 


and diſorder i in the Church, is - moreover deſtructive 
of that charity or brotherly love, by which it was de- 
figned that Chriſtians ſhould be Joined together. 


In the epiſtle of St Jude, mention is made of thoſe 


who © periſhed in the gainſaying of Care, even thoſe 


who ſeparated themſelves, being ſenſual, having not 


the Spirit. From whence it is to be concluded, that 


there is a fin in the Chriſtian Church, anſwering | to 


that of Korah in the Jewiſh; ſome reſemblance con- 
ſequently there muſt be between the two churches, 


to juſtify, in this caſe, the Apoſtle's application : for 
if there. was not, the method adopted by the Apoſtles 


and primitive writers, of making the law miniſter to 
the explanation of the Gaſpel, by conſidering the 


former as the exact type of the latter, (a complete 


ſpecimen of which we are preſented with in the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews) would have been calculated, 
not ſo much to en, as to lead their diſciples into 
error. 


By referring to the 8 chapter of the Book of 


7 8 we find in what the ſin of Korah conſiſted. 
 Korah conformed to the law, the doctrine, and wor- 
ſhip which God had appointed; for we do not read 


that there was any diſpute upon either of theſe points. 


But Korah, being a miniſter of an inferior order, 
Wanted to encroach upon the authority of Aaron the 
high prieſt, and to continue no longer under ſub- 
jection to him. The fin, therefore, of Korah, con- 
fiſted in his rebelling againſt the order of government 


eſtabliſhed in that Church of which he was an in- 
ferior miniſter. An order of government, therefore, 
muſt exiſt in the Chriſtian Church, againſt which it is 


a ſin to rebel; otherwiſe the ſin of Korah, deſcribed 


in the Old Teſtament, and the. gainſaying of Core, 
| N mentioned 


* 


mentioned by St Jude, cannot conſtitute parallel 
"caſes. 
That a particular order of government has bern 
eſtabliſhed in the Chriſtian Church, an unanſwer- 
able proof has been already brought from the wri- 
tings of St Paul, {Heb. xii.  17.} where he: calls 
upon the members of the Church * to-obey thoſe thit 
© had the rule over them, and to ſubmit themſelves.“ 
To give force, therefore, to the Apoſtle's injunction 
in this caſe, ſpiritual governors. there muſt be in the 
Church, to whoſe authority ſubmiſfion is required, In 
withdrawing, therefore, that ſubmiſſion, in conſe- 
quence of certain ſelf-ſufficient miniſters of an inferior 
order ſetting themſelves up as heads, and leaders of 
ſeparate congregations, independent of their refpec- 
tive Biſhops, the fin of ſchiſm in the Chriſtian Church, 
correſponding with that of Korah and his aſſociates, 
alluded to by St Jude, originally conſiſted. 

The light 3 in which this fin was ſeen in the primi- 
tive days of the Church, makes it a ſubject of {erious 
conſideration. - The Apoſtles, and thoſe who 89 
with them, could not be miſtaken upon this poin 
Knowing what the conſtitution of that Church mo 
over which they were commiſſioned to preſide, they 
muſt know in what the ſin of thoſe perfons conſiſted - 
who ſet themſelves up in oppoſition to it. An ap- 
peal, therefore, to their writings in this caſe muſt 
afford unanſwerable evidence to all who are op to 
Conviction. 

What St Paul and St Jude bats ſaid upon it has 
been already remarked. To which the e of 
St John may be added, where, in his third epiſtle, 
he ſpeaks of one Diotrephes, who, in the true ſpirit 
of Norah, loving to have the pre- eminence, created 
a diviſion among the brethren, by not ſubmitting 
himſelf to St John, who was his {upertor | in the Church, 
And whatever different interpretations, with the view 
of favouring different opinions, have been put upon 
the Apoſtolic. writings, evidence is to be produced 

from the primitive writers of the Church {o deciſive, 

\ 2 as 


as to take away all Ne ground for diſpute on 
this ſubject. { 

It will be ſufficient to produce one of theſe writers, 
bacauls if his authority direct to this point, be not 
ſufficient to determine the opinion of every reaſon- 
able man, all further appeal becomes unneceſſary. 
The writer here meant is St Ignatius, one of the firſt 
biſhops and martyrs of the Church, who lived with 
the Apoſtles, and was a diſciple of St John; a cir- 
eumſtance which, it is preſumed, places his teſtimony 
in the moſt unexceptionable point of view; becauſe, 
what he has written muſt, in fairneſs of conſtruction, 
be conſidered as expreſſing the ſenſe of the Apoſtles; 
his authority, conſequently, becomes equal to theirs 
upon this ſubject. 

Thus, then, in one part of his writings, be admo- 
niſhes thoſe whom he addrefles, © to beware of the 
poiſon of feducers;' by whom were meant the 
ſchiſmatics, or thoſe who ſeparated from the Church 
in thoſe times; for, continues this holy man, he 
that doeth aught without the biſhop, and preſbytery 
and deacons, is not of a pure conſcience. Let 
all revere the deacons as the miniſters of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and in like manner the þiſhop as Jeſus 
hrift the Son of the Father ; the yterd Ad the 
ſenake of God and college of Apoſtles; without 
theſe it is not called a Church.“ Again, There 
is one altar, as there is one biſhop, together with 
his preſbyters: and deacons; and the living in union 
with, and obedience to thoſe, is the only way to 
do, whatever ye do, according to the will of God. 
In another part of his writings, referring to the 
Feeder due from all orders in the Church to the 
biſhops, this holy man ſpeaks thus, Flee diviſions, 
das the beginning of evils. All of you follow the 
_ * Biſhops. Let no man, without the Biſhop, do any 
of thoſe things which belong to the Church. Let 
that ſacrament be deemed effectual and firm which 
is adminiſtered by the Biſhop, or by him to whom 
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the biſhop has committed it. Wherever the Bimop 
* appears, there let the congregation be ; he that 
* doeth any thing without the privity of the biſhop, 
+ ſerves the devil.“ Again, ſpeaking of thoſe who 
act without the biſhop, he obſerves, that theſe 
ſeem not to him to be men of a good conſcience, 
becauſe they aſſembled not according to that order 
and eſtabliſhment which was ſettled in the Church.” 
As Chriſt did nothing without his Father, ſo neither 
muſt ye do any thing without the Biſhop ; ; but 
aſſemble together, and have but, one prayer com- 
mon to you all'— Give heed to your Biſhop, that 
God may hearken to you: my ſoul for theirs who 
ſubject themſelves under the obedience of their 
Biſhop, Preſpyters, and Deacons, and let me take 
my lot with them in the Lord.” 

The foregoing paſſages, to which others might be. | 
added from the writings of Ignatius, ſpeak ſo plain- 
ly and decidedly in favour of the government eſtabliſh- 
ed in the Church, and ſo directly in condemnation 
of all ſeparation from it, that a particular comment 
upon them is unneceſlary. They ſpeak a plain lan- 

guage, expreſſive of the ſentiments of the holy men 
who lived in the Apoſtolic age; and the general con- 
eluſion from them is, that whoever was in communion 
with the Biſhop, the ſupreme governor of the Church 
upon . was in communion with Chriſt the Head 
of it; and whoever was not in communion with the 
Biſhop, was thereby cut of from communion with 
Chriſt ; and that ſacrament, not adminiſtered by the 
Biſhop, or thoſe commiſſioned by him, were not only 
ineffectual to the parties, but, moreover, like the 
offerings of Korah, provocations againſt the Lord: 
It is not then enough that a Clergyman have 
at firſt received Epiſcopal Ordination, and that he 
officiate according to the forms of worſhip which pre- 
vail, in Epiſcopal congregations; he muſt, to make 
him a regular and orderly miniſter of Chriſt, act in 
ſubordintion to, by the licenſe of, and in communion 
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e the preper Biſhop of the Dioceſe or a 
Church wherein he reſides; becauſe, according to 
the bleſſed Martyr already quoted. it is not lawful, 


without the Biſhop, either to baptize or celebrate the 
feeaſt of love; or to do any thing which concerns the 
Church. And therefore with no propriety could ſuch 
a Clergyman pray againſt ſchiſm, which is claſſed 


with the moſt heinous ſins, becauſe, while petitioning 
to be preſerved from it, he is, by his ſeparation 


| from the Biſhop, in the actual commiſſion of that 


very crime! And yet the uſe of the Liturgy of the 
Church ſerves to miſlead: many well meaning Chri- 
ſtians; who from their perfect ignorance with reſpect 
to the nature of the Chriſtian Church and the ſin of 
fchifm, conclude, that if they attend the Church ſer- 


vice, it matters not where it is performed, or by 


whom and thus become ſchifmatics, without know- 
ing that they are ſo. 


This is a matter of ſerious e to che 


| hity who frequent the Chapels of the Engliſh or- 


dained Clergy in this Kin — May God direct them 
to attend to it. 


For if the conſtitution of the Chriſtian Chuck is 


the ſame now that it was in the days of the Apoſtles, 


(and if it is not, the time when, and the authority by 
which an alteration was produced i in it, ſhould be aſ- 
certained,) the ſin of ſchiſm, howbver we, may at- 


tempt to palliate it, is preciſely the ſame 1in it then 


was. And if the primitive writers of the Church 
ſpoke ſo decidedly upon this ſubject, with a view of 
guarding its members againſt ſo heinous a ſin, where 


it reſpected chiefly the ſeparation of inferior minifters 


from the juriſdiction of their reſpective Biſhops ; what 


would they have ſaid upon it, had they lived to mark 
the extent to which this fin is carried in the days 


in which we live? If they conſidered ſchiſm, as 
it was then practiſed, as the greateſt of all crimes, ' 
becauſe it directly counteracted the divine plan, in 
the eſtabliſhment of the Church; what language 

would 
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3s woolly they have found fuflicientiyiRronigy t expreſy 
their abhorrence of that Babel of confuſion? which 
now prevails in the Chriſtian world? If the preſerva- 
tion of the government of the Church, conſtituted an 
object of that importance in their eyes, as to ſubiect 
any the leaſt oppoſition to it to their ſevereſt cenſure, 
what muſt they have thought of that licentious prac- 
tice, Which leads to its total diſſolution? when, in 
conſequence of all ideas reſpecting the nature of the 
Church having been in a great meaſure loft among 
us, men look not beyond themſelves for that com- 
miſſion, by which they preſume to enter upon the 
| miniſtry of holy things; drawing congregations after 
them, and thereby dividing Chriſtian profeſſors into 
as many ſects and parties, as there are ſelf- ſufſicient 
teachers to be found, who have an end to anſwer, ar | 
a paſſion to gratify upon the/occaſion, iM (/“ 

The opinions of the preſent day, unhappily Kirk 1 
| tend) to countenance a general diſſolution of all {ertle# 
order, as if men were different creatures now, from 
what they were in any former ſtate of the world; 
and grown too wiſe, in this age of reaſon, as it ts 
vainly called, to ſubmit to any ordinances, that haue 
not ney gg the eee . their own emmediate- p< 

oantment . * ; 

But if it be true, that Chriſt formed only one 
? Church there can be but one communion in it; ; and if 
that Church is a vi/ible ſociety, diſtinctly known by 
its mini aa and /acraments, as it mot W is, 1 


leis amazing that . of gent e and of the beſt ſents, 
friends to peace and order, and to proper ſubordination in the, 
Army and Navy, and who clearly perceive alſo, the criminality 
and danger of Sedition in the other departments of the State, de 
not at the ſame time ſee the ſinfulneſs and danger of encouragi 
diſobedience to authority in the Church, which is Chriſt's ſpire . 


kingdom. A kingdom, bought with bis blood, and in wlach theze- 
fore he hath commanded all things to be done decently, and . in order 
* yea, and hath ranked ſchiſm, as before obſerved, in that black ca- 


talogue of crimes which exclude 8 che Kingdom of heaven. Gal. 
a V. 20. 


_ wilful "ETA WO from it muſt be rebellion againſt che 
divine ordinance, wherever it takes place. For ig- 
norance, with reſpect to the nature of the Chriſtian 

Church, can make no alteration in the plan upon 
Which divine wiſdom has formed it: conſequently 

ſchiſm, or a ſeparate communion from that Church, 

muſt, whatever ideas of prejudice or error may pre- 
vail on the de be an heinous ſin i in the eyes of 

God. 


Io onde a proper judgment upon this ſubject. we 
muſt not be governed by the opinions and practices 
of the world upon it; becauſe it ever has been the 
misfortune of the world, to be more fond of its own 
inventione, than of God's commands. And there is 
this obvious reaſon for it; what man invents, has a 
more ſtrict correſpondence with the currupt inclina- 
tions of his depraved nature, than what God ordains; 
and hence it is that we are ſo readily induced to ſub- 
ſtitute human imaginations in the place of divine in- 
ſtitutions. The one are creatures of our own, and 
tend in a greater or leſs degree to the gratification 
of our humours and paſſions; the other, as control- 
ling our inclinations, and abridging our liberty, are, 
on that account, leis welcome to the natural man. 
Io deal honeſtly with ourſelves, therefore, we 
ſhould place this ſubject upon the ground on which 
it ought to ſtand. By proceeding thus, we ſhall find 
that one great object in the eftabliſhment of the 
Church, was to unite men by the bond of charity in 
conſtant communion with God and each other; that 
by entering upon a life of peace, of love, and fellow- 

ſhip in the Holy Ghoſt upon earth, the members of 
it might be prepared for that more perfect ſtate, pro- 
yided for them in a better world. 

A Church the members of which were to be thus 
joined together in Chriſtian fellowſhip, preſented a 
picture of too heavenly a ſociety for the grand ene- 
my of mankind to behold without envy ; and which, 
if ſuffered to continue in a perfect ſtate, would moit 
certainly 


31 
certainly tend to render thoſe beings happy, whom, 
from the creation of the world, it has been the con- 
ſtant employment of this deſtroyer, as he is emphati- 
cally called, to render miſerable. From the moment, 
therefore, that the Church was founded upon earth, 
25 malice of this evil one has been directed againſt 
it. And it not being in his power to deſtroy the 
Church (the divine Founder of it having expreſsly 
declared that the gates of Hell ſhall not finally pre- 
vail againſt it), his next object has been ta render it 
as ineffectual to the purpole of its eſtabliſhment as 
poſſible; by ſowing the ſeeds of diviſion where only 
thoſe of love and harmony were deſigned to grow. 
Herein then conſiſts the -nature of ſchiſm; and 
ſack 3 is the origin of it: it proceeds, for the moſt 
part, from that ſpirit of pride and- independence, 
which caſt the devil out of heaven; and which, it is 
to be feared, will diſqualify many for admiſſion into 
that bleſſed place. And the heinouſneſs of the ſin 
conſiſts in this, that it is not only a ſyſtem of oppoſi- 
tion to the divine will; but that, ſo far as it prevails, 
it counteracts the gracious purpoſe which Chrift had 
in view in the eſtabliſhment of his Church; by di- 
viding and ſeparating thoſe members, which it was 
his defign to unite by an harmonious interchange of 
ſervice and fellowſhip. 


Wherever, then, there is a wilful ſeparation from 
the communion of the Church of Chriſt, there, ac- 


cording to the original idea upon this ſubject, a di- 
viſion of Chriſt's myſtical body takes place; and 
there this ſin of Schiſm is to be found. 58 | 
Epiſcopal Preſbyters, therefore, who intrude in- 
to any lawful Church, without the authority of its 
Governors, are clearly guilty of this crime, as already 
obſerved, and act even in direct oppoſition to the 
orders of the Church of England which they pretend 


to venerate, and be members of. For, by her Ordina- 
tion Office they are taught, that they can officiate as 
1 only i in ſuch congregations as they are lau- 


Fully 


feelly gains thereunto : and they hats! that no E. 
'paſcopai Clergyman can be lawfully appointed, but 
By inſtitution from the Biſhop: of the Dioceſe. . This 
alſo they may learn eat canons of the Church 
ef England. The Editor charitably believes that few, 
H any of their hearers, are conſcious of their being in 
me wrong; becauſe they have not prebably been in- 
formel, when young, of the nature and conſtitution 
of \Chriſt's Church. Particularly, they have not been 
taught the neceſſity of living in communion with her 
_ vightfyl Governors, in order to receive the holy Sa- 
craments from properly-commilfioned hands. F, or if 
they receive them from a Clergyman who acts in op- 
poſition to the lawful Brſhop, who, becauſe he is jaw- 
fuk, maft have God's — it is ſubmitted, whe- 
ther- they: do not receive them in oppoſition to God's 
as well as the Biſhop's, And if fo, what 
ect is to be expected ſuch ſacraments, 
det themſelves judge. Hitherto, God 3 it is to be ho- 
ped will forgive them: and may he grant, that be- 
mg now duly warned, they be more careful of this 
Remote ana ed? N 
The nature and conſequences of ſchiſm being luck 
| as above deſcribed, we cannot be ſurpriſed at finding 
the Apoſtles and primitive writers making uſe of 
ſuch ſtrong langpage, whenever it became the ſub- 
ject of confideration, with the view of gnarding their 
diſciples againſt what appeared- to them, and what, 
it ſhould be ſuppoſed; muit appear to every one who 
only conſiders the nature of Chriſt's Church, to be a 
fin of the moſt dangerous kind; becauſe, to omit leſ- 
ſer confiderations, it is a fin, whereby a man cuts 
Imnaſelf off from the means of grace, and expoleth 
bmſelf to the danger of denying the faith. A learn- 


cd divine of the laſt century, Dr Hammond. ] who 


Hved to ſee the ededs of Us fin fully exemplified 
in the complete deſtruction of his own church and 
country, after having collected the nuinberleſs firi- 


"np pailages from the writings of the ancient Fathers, 
relative 


is contrary to faith, contrary to charity, and to all the 


tin: to this is fubje@, thus POT Ir upon it: It ĩs b 
a ſmall part, ſays he, of the character of [chiſm,thatat 


advantages which belong to a member of the Church, 
the benefits of prayer and ſacraments; that 115 as bad 
as hereſy, and that there never was any hereſy i in 
the Church which was not founded in it; and that it 
is conſtantiy forced, in its own defence, to conclude 
in ſome hereſy or other : each of theſe particulars, 
and all of them taken together, are but a ſmall 
of the character which the ancient fathers of the ä 
Church give us of the fin op 
It muſt ſeem ſtrange to a modern Chriſtian, that a 
ſin, of which the world now appears to know no- 
thing, ſhould be thus defcribed. He will be apt to 
conclude, either that the Church of the preſent day 
muſt be a very different ſociety from what, it once 
was, or that the old writers upon this ſubject were 
wonderfully miſtaken in their opinion. But if he is 
a wiſe man, he will conſider, that, ſhould what has 
been ſaid. upon this fubject be true, his paſt igno- 
rance upon it cannot poſſibly make it otherwiſe. He 
will conſequently think it to be his duty to bring the 
matter to a fair examination, and ſuffer his judgment 
to be determined by the evidence. : 

If this is done, and all paſſion and prejudice i is 
laid aſide, and the ſubject of Church communion re- 
garded ſolely with a view to-another world, the Edi- 
tor of this little tract is perfectly convinced, that e- 
very ſenſible and ſerious member of an Engliſh con- 
gregation in Scotland, will ſee the propriety, nay, 
he hopes the neceſſity, of following the abl e and 
very learned Biſhop of St David's advice, now Lord 
Biſhop of Rocheſter ; who, after conſulting with his 
very excellent and learned brother, the Biſhop of 
_ Saliſbury, informed the late Earl of Kellie, by a 
letter, dated October 1793, to this purpoſe; j 
that it is the duty of the Scottiſh laity to return to 
wer indigenous (that i 18 their own native) ee 
re at 


Pn nr — 


that they * no — now, for not 8 080 = 


that the Engliſh ordained clergy, inſtead of endea- 
 wouring to hinder them, ſhould withdraw from Scotland, 
and leave them to their own Biſhops. Lord Kellie 
gave the original to Sir William F orbes of Pitſligo, 


in whoſe cuſtody it probably ſtill is. And were 


their Lordſhips of Rocheſter and Saliſbury to be a- 


gain conſulted, there is no doubt but they would 
ſtill give the ſame advice: for both of them believe, 
that the Scotch Biſhops are as rightfully conſecrated 
as themſelves, and conſequently, are as lawful Biſhops, 
and as much entitled to canonical obedience from 
the inferior Clergy in this country, as they themſelves 


ure in their reſpective dioceſes. Agreeably to which, 


the late pious and learned Biſhop Horne of Norwich, 
(who knew the ſtate and principles of this Church well) 
gave it as his opinion to the Reverend William Jones, 
that, were St Paul to come to earth again, he would 


chuſe to communicate with the Epiſcopal Church of 
Scotland, in preference to all others, as being the 


neareft to thoſe ſocieties of Chriſt: ans with which he 


was formerly acquainted. See his Memoirs, p. 151.”* 


| ; 


+ PRACTICAL CONCLUSIONS. 
Ir ne Sehiſn, or a wilful ſeparation from the 
Church, or from the rightful Biſhop of that particu- 


lar Church or Dioceſe in which one lives, be in itſelf 
a ſin, as from the authority of Scripture and the pri- 


mitive writers of the Church, it is adjudged to be; 
| every wean ſeparation from it muſt be ſeen in a 


ſimilar 


1 » *% 
& 
0... 


: * be Editor has keither bis copy of the Lord Biſhop * Ro- 


cheſter's letter, nor the Memoirs of Biſhop Horne's life, at hand, 


and therefore cannot quote the preciſe words of either; but he is 


certain, that the above is the plain and genuine meaning of both. 
And from ſuch a man, and ſuch a Biſhop, as Dr how glo- 


| ious is the teſtimony | for our pour Church ! 


, 3's 


| Anilar point 0 view. It is a commiſſion of an uc- 
knowledged ſin, and the only difference between the 
conſtant ſeparatiſt and the occaſional one, appears to 
be, that the one continues in the habitual practice of 
that ſin, which the other occaſionally. commits 
Now the Sin of Schiſm conſiſts, as we have al- 
ready obſerved, in a wilful and needleſs ſeparation 
from the communion of the Church : and the Church, 
as we underſtand the term, is that body or regular 
ſociety of Chriſtians, aſſembled together, under the 
form of government which has been eſtabliſhed by 
its Divine Founder. What that government is ha- 
ving been already ſhewn, it need dnly be here ob- 
ſerved, that for 1500 years, the Chriſtian world 

knew no difference of opinion on this ſubject. 
For the Culdees in Scotland were fo far from 
being Preſbyterians, as Sir James Dalrymple has 
aſſerted, that Mr Goodall, in his Preface to the Ca- 
talogue of Scotch Biſhops, has proved they were 
Electors of the Biſhops; and the Biſhops - fre- 
quently Founders of the Culdee Colleges. - It is 
proper alſo to obſerve, that Blondel and -Salmafius; 
foreign Preſbyterians, and the late Principal Ro- 
| bertſon (in his hiſtory of Charles the Vth.) have all 
candidly acknowledged, that proper Epiſcopacy took 
place about the middle of the - ſecond century. 
They might have ſaid, much earlier, becaufe, St 
Ignatius's epiſtles, (the authenticity of which Bi- 
ſhop Pearſon has ſufficiently vindicated,) indiſputa- 
bly proves, that it was ſettled before that good 
man died, viz. about the year 108. Nay, it muſt have 
been eſtabliſhed. in the very time of the Apo/tles, 
and conſequently was of Divine original, otherwise 
it could not have ſo univerſally prevailed, as in 
fact it did, even ſo late as the middle of the ſecond 
century, For, there was then no Chriſtian King, 
nor any General Council, to eſtabliſh it by autho- 
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every where fo early ſettled, but the Apoſtles ha- 
8 iſſued their 5 for that purpoſe to the 

lanters of the | Firſt Churches. For, had it been 
left to the diſeretion of individuals to fix What form 
of government they ipleaſed, or what ſuited the hu- 
mours and fancies of the people in different coun- 
tties, there muſt: have been ſome where or other a 
* of forms, not Epiſcopal. Whereas, in no one 
part of Afia, Africa, or Europe, was any other form 
ef government viſible until the Reformation. If 
im chis the Editor is miſtaken, it is incumbent on 
thoſe who maiatdin the contrary, to point out his 
etror: for in his little N no one e has 
ever occurred to him.” ** 
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> The o1d Scotch 8 not t ſatisfied with this ee 


5 od to contend, that, at firſt, there was but one order of preaching 


ke: = appointed by the Apoſtles, which had two names, Biſhop, 


Preſbyter; and therefore, that Ecclefiaſtical authority was as 
properly conyeyed to them at the Reformation by Preſbyters, as to 


| the Church of England by Biſhops, becauſe the office was the ſame. 
But, in reply to this, the Editor, in the firſt place, obſerves, that 


; f from the names of Biſhop and Preſbyter Vopr eee uſed to 


-- - the fame perſon, it does not follow that the office of Biſhop and Preſby- 


ter is the fame; for the Apoſtles call themſelves Pre/bbyters, and 


3 even Deacons, and yet furely had more Church power than any 


Preſbyter or Deacon ever poſſeſſed : and it is certain that Aaron is 
ſometimes Fr fimply a Praeft, (the title which belonged. to his 


Sons,) although his ofice was greatly ſuperior to theirs. But Dr 


_ - allegation to be true,) there appeared very early i in 


Wells adds farther, what cannot be denied, that (granting the 
2 Chriſtian 
Church, o ordert of preaching clergymen with different powers; 


dne, called Bybop, who had authority to cogſirm and os dain, as well 
V preach and adminiſter Sacraments ; the other, called Prief, or 


Preſbyter, to which the power of ordination and confirmation was 


Wy © wot comte. This laſt order muſt have been of human nftitution ; - 
and not having received the power to ordarn, they could not law- 
fully ardain (even ſuppoſin $ them to be rightfully authoriſed to 


- __ Exerciſe the inferior parts o 


the clerical office, which is doubtful); j 


becauſe no one can give a power, which he did not receive : But 
5 John Knox, and the firſt Scotch Preſbyterians, were of this /a/ 
order, prefore th only, who had not received the power to ordain, 
and there ore * could not ordain. * the Editor humbly 


thinks, 


- To nh clear of the fin of Schiſm} then we müſt 
deny — exiſtence of 15 Church, conſidered as an 


27 0 235 2411 eſtabliſhed 
Giaks, 2 4 Pretene of the old 4 Preflyicriins PTY own 
principles. And hence probably it is, that many of their ſucceſſors 
have adopted a new ſyſtem, and contend, that there is no need to 
derive authority from the Apoſtles, nor 'of any divine commiſſion 
at all to preach the Goſpel, and . adminiſter its Sacraments. A 
very learned and able miniſter of the Eſtabliſnment, told the 
Editor, that he thought an order from the Provoſt of a 
town a, ſufficient -warrant 3 and another well reſpected, and by 
no means a weak man, aſſerted, that God never appointed any | 
Prieſts, but thoſe under the Law; and that, now, there was no 
diſtinction between Clergy and Laity ! But as both theſe Gentle- 
men are aſleep with their rey and delivered their opinions 
in private, the Editor will not build upon their declarations, but ſtall 
prove what he has advanced, by the public avowal of the late 
able and learned Principal Campbell, who, at the defire of the Synod 
of Aberdeen, publiſhed a Sermon in the year 1771, wherein he 
ridiculed the claim of Apoſtolical ſucceſſion. And the author of 
the Enquiry into the Powers of Ecclefiaſtics, (ſuppoſed to be Mr 


' Gordon of ' Speymouth)- carried the point yet farther, and 


treated even the ceremony of laying on hands for ordination, 
as *needleſs if not ridiculous, deeming the appointment ot 
as congregation to be authority fufficiexr. Dr Campbell's Ser- 
mon, ſo far as it treated of the miniſterial commiſſion, and the 
efficacy of Sacraments, was anſwered by the Editor; and no reply 
made: And although the: Doctor was a conſtant member of the 
Aſſembly many years after, and Mr Gordon alſo ſurvived the pub- 
lication of his treatiſe a long time, the Editor never heard that 
either of thoſe Gentlemen were cenſured, or their ſentiments diſ- 
approved of by any Synod or Aſſembly. Now, although the Edi- 
tor is not willing to conftrue the Aſſembly's omitting to cenſure Dr 
Campbell's doctrine, to be a direct proof that they approved of it; 
yet ſurely it looks that way, and ſeems to intimate a © 
of principle reſpecting that matter, in the whole Body ef 
the eſtabliſhed Clergy, eſpecially as the Synod of Aberdeen Adel 
recommended the publication of Dr Campbell's ſermon. And 
if ſo, it is a moſt remarkable and wonderful change in ſo ſen- 
ſible and learned a Society of men as they certainly are, and in 
the Editor's judgment it can no other way be accounted for 
but this, that when the wiſeſt of men forſake revelation, and truſt 
to their own reaſon, in a matter of which reaſon cannot 
they are apt to go aſtray. For the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God, neither can he know them, becauſe 
they are * diſcerned. The Editor cannot reconcile the 
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| Mabliſhed ſociety. under its 8 and appropriate 


government; and in contradiction to the original and 
WH uſage of the term, apply it ina vague and 


indiſcriminate ſenſe to all aſſemblies of Chriſtians, of 
what denomination or perſuaſion ſoeyer. +... , 
This latitudinarian mode of ſettling the point, bo 


5 miking the Church of Chriſt comprehenfive of all 
the different ſects, into which the Chriſtian world has 


been divided, „ certainly make it a matter of in- 


: difference, with what particular aſſembly of Chriſtians 


a man is connected. For, upon this principle, he 


may attend the ſervice of the Church in the morn- 
ing, and that of any of the numerous ſects or parties 
in the afternoon, and ſtill preſerve a confiſtency of 
character; becauſe, in this cafe, he equally holds 
5 communion with the Church in one place as in the 


other. 


br S145 24 


| . notion of the 13 Succeſſion? $ 8 failed, with our Lord's 
promiſe to be with his Apęſtles until the — of the world : (for 
that the word you in that promiſe, comprehended the Apoſtles 


Succeſſors, i is plain from ſimilar inſtances in holy writ :) And if ſo, 
it is ſurely incumbent on the Clergy of the Eſtabliſhment, in caſe 


they coincide with Dr Campbell, (which the Editor hopes they 


do not,) to ſhew, how, upon his ſuppoſition, our Bleſſed Saviour's 


veracity, can be vindicated, as alſo to point out the time when, 
and the place where Epiſcopacy was loſt. And moreover, how, 
upon the ſuppoſition of the ſucceſſion having failed, a Divine 


commiſſion to preach. the . Goſpel, and diſperſe its. Sacraments, 


has been again conveyed to the world, without a new reve- 
lation. For the Editor will not 3 believe, that they think 
- a. man may preach without _ ſent, Rom. x. 10. or ad- 
miniſter Sacraments, which are t 
| without being called of God as was Aaron, Heb. v. 4. Becauſe, it 
is too abſurd a dectrine for ſenſible men to ſwallow down, that 
any creature of God, can oblige him to convey the ineſtimable 


ſeals of the new covenant, 


benefits of his Son's death by means of Sacraments, without his 


_ expreſs. commiſſion and authority. The Editor has only farther 


to obſerve on this point, that to a great laxity of principle, with 
reſpe& to holy Orders, which ſeems to have been adopted at the 


Reformation, it is owing, that our country has been, and till is, 


peſtered with vagabond preachers, who poiſon the minds of igno- 
rant creatures with unſound doctrines, and, it is to be teared, low 
che ſeeds of ſedition and rebellion alſo amongſt them. 
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other, / But this iden; being in direct contradiction to 
the letter of Scripture, and ſubverſive of one great 
end which Chriſt had in view in the eſtabliſhment of 
his Church, which was, that the unity of the ſpirit, 
and the bond of peace, might be preſerved amongſt 
its members, no ſenſible and ſerious Chriſtian will be 

governed by wy. 

It is a prevailing notion, that here the Goſpel of 

Chriſt is preached, there the Church of Chriſt 1s aſ- 

ſembled. 
This notion, from its plauſibility, has with many 
gained a degree of credit, to which, upon examina- 
tion, it will not be found entitled. F or, the Church 
is a public Body, a duly conſtituted Society, under 
the direction of its appointed miniſters, the Biſhop, 
and in ſubordination to him, the Preſbyter, or Dea- 
con ; without theſe, according to the Apoſtolic St 
Ignatius, it does not deſerve the name of a Church. 
As the Church does not make the doctrine, ſo neither 
does the doQrine make the Church. Theſe two 
ideas, therefore, though defigned to be inſeparably 
connected, have nevertheleſs each a diſtinct and ap- 
propriate meaning. The Church is the candleſtick ; 


* 


the doctrinę the light ſet in it, for the purpoſe of illu- 


minating the place where it is fixed. The candle- 
ſtick without the light is an uſeleſs piece of furniture. 
On the other hand, the light without the candleſtick 
to hold it, is in continual danger of being thrown 
down and extinguiſhed. 

In the! book of the Revelation, the explanation of 
the firſt viſion given by the angel was, that the 
ſeven candleſticks ſignified the ſeven Churches of Aſia ; 
and the ſeven ſtars, which he held in his right hand, 
the ſeven angels (or biſhops) of thoſe ſeven Churches. 
Our Saviour, in alluſion to his Goſpel, is emblematical- 
ly ſtiled * the day „tar; the Eaſt or riſing Sun; 
the ligbt which lighteth every man that cometh in- 
to the world.“ John the Baptiſt is called a burn- 


. ing and a * liebt; and the Apoſtles, © the 


« ligh 


2 light of the Wan gt 1 3 wk the — of 

giving light to a world in darkneſs, the angel, in the 
viſion above mentioned. calls the biſhops. of the 
Churches, ara, in alluſion to their office, which was 

to ſpread the liebt of Gre truth through. their re- 
ſpective dioceſes.. 

The threat, in the N of this vida 3 
ced againſt the Church of Epheſus, was, that if ſhe 
did not repent, and do her firſt works, her candle/tick 
ſhould be removed, i. e. her miniſtry ſhould be taken 
away, and ſhe ſhould. be no longer an Apoſtolic 


Church. A threat which has been ſince carried into 
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- complete execution, in the caſe vl all dhe Churches 
above-mentioned. 
From hence we Tow ha 925 Church, as it was 
eſtabliſhed, that it might be (what the Apoſtle calls 
it) the pillar and ground of the truth, ſo it is pre- 
ſerved in the world for the fake of the truth. When 
that truth is turned into a lie; in other words, when 
the doctrine of the Church becomes ſo corrupt, as 
no longer to promote the end for which the Church 
Was 3 eſtabliſhed; the candle/tick, we have 
to expect, will be removed ; the eccleſiaſtical edifice, 
originally built upon the A poſtles, will be taken 
down; and men left in that ſtate of darkneſs, in 
which the experience of the world tells us they muſt 


live, when the Ught erg ſhineth from on "I is 
withdrawn. 

From the roliGom 51 1 * upon the 
authority of the Apoſtle, that the Church is preſer- 
ved in the world for the fake of the truth contained 
in it; the inference is, that the truth, conſidered by 
itſelf, does not conſtitute the Church; for, upon that 
ſuppoſition, the eſtabliſhment of the Church, as its 
guardian and preſervative, had been unneceſlary. 
- The circumſtance. of their having been joined to- 

_ gether by God, leads us to conclude, that the Church 
and the Truth cannot long exiſt in a perfect ſtate, in- 
| W of . other; and the ä of ſe- 


paratin g 


; * 


parating them, has never been 8 by man, 
Without the evil conſequences attendant upon it ha- 
ving been manifeſted in a greater or leſs degree, 
But allowing that the Goſpel may be preached out 
of the Church, and it is not ſaid that the removal of 
the light from the candleſtick is always immediately 


followed by its extinction, till, the members of the 


Church ought not to go out of the Church after it; 
for this appears to be doing evil that good may come 
of it; by making an obedience to God's donde, 
give way to a ſuppoſed ſpiritual advantage. 

It will be urged perhaps, that, in a matter of that 
eſſential concern, as the falvation of a foul, all atten- 
tion to the nature of the Chriſtian Church, will be 
ſwallowed up in the grand; conſideration of following 
the ſound of the Goſpel, wherever it is to be heard. 
Had man been left to jndge abſolutely. for kimfelf 
in this buſineſs; it might have been diſſicult to have 
found an anſwer to the foregoing poſition; but God 
having judged for him, the moſt certain provifion 
for man's ſalvation, will doubtleſs. be found in the 
uſe of the means appointed by God for that purpoſe ; 
and theſe are to be had principally, if not folely, 
in the Church, 

It is not, therefore, a ame of ſo kitle i im- 
portance as ſome imagine, by whoſe miniſtry aur pray- 
ers are offered up to God, or through whoſe hands di- 
vine ordinances are received. For we are affured, the 
bleſſings and graces which Chriſtianity teaches us to 
expect from theſe ordinances, can ordinarily be de- 
rived from them, only when adminiſtered 3 —— 
to Chriſt's inſtitution, by perſons duly called, as He 
has directed. Where ſuch may be had, and we may 
lawfully join with them, and uſe their miniſtry, to 
ſeparate from them, is to rebel againſt the e 
of Chriſt, who appointed them. 

But, without His Commiſſion regularly convey- 
ed, and regularly executed, no perſonal Gifts, nor 
hin: is however ab nor inward impulſe, — 5 


FT lity any 1 man in n the All of the G6 Goppel! 

nor excuſe any in following thoſe who run without 
being /ent; e 8 6 ney be ſent, how ſhall they 
preach! 8 

Our Saviour, it will be allowed. palſeſled holineſs 
in a Perlarive degree; for to him, we read, the 
Spirit was not given by meaſure.“ St John iii. 34. 
But our Saviour glorified not himſelf to be made an 
high prieſt ; but he that ſaid unto him, Thou art 
my Son.“ Heb. v. This honour, (fays the Apoſtle,) 
no man taketh unto himſelf, but he that is called of 
God, as was Aaron.“ Now Aaron was called by 
an outward call from God, communicated to him 
through the medium of Moſes : - from whom, as God's 
prime miniſter, he received a formal appointment to 
his high office, before all the people. Exod. xxviii. 
And from the circumſtance of our bleſſed Saviour de- 
livering the commiſſion, for collecting and governing 
his Church, not to his diſciples at large, but to his e- 
leven Apoſtles, purpoſely convened by him on the 
occaſion, (as we read, St Matth. xxvili. 16.) the con- 
clufion may be drawn, that it was the deſign of the 
divine Founder of the Church, that the ſacred office 
of miniſtering i in it, ſhould be ſubject to that controul 
and direction which was beſt calculated to give ef. 

fe& to his divine inſtitution. Upon this idea, have the 

_ governors of the Church uniformly proceeded, in the 

5 diſcharge of that commiſſion, from the days of the A- 
ſtles, down to the preſent time. 

Thus ſtands the fact; a fact not to be controvert- 
ys and reaſon teaches us, that the wiſdom of God 
has been manifeſted upon this occafion. 

Fhe Church, as it has already been obſerved, is a 
Jociety; and every ſociety is diſtinguiſhed. from the 
general maſs of the community, by its order and go- 
vernment: And tothe eſtabliſhment of order and go- 
vernment, a regular appointment of choſen men to 
the adminiſtration of particular offices is eſſential. 
But if any man, independent of all regular appoint- 
ment, is to take * himſelf the diſcharge of an of- 


fice, 
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dee, for which he may feel himſelf - Ciſpoſed dr think 
himſelf qualified ; the ſociety having no longer any 
ſecurity for the proper management of its concerns ; 
the end for which it has been collected being there- | 
by fruſtrated, its conſequent diſſolution muſt enſue. ' 

This mode of reaſoning, ſo far as temporal affairs 
are concerned, we readily admit. Let it be applied, 
as it ought to be, to the Caſe of the Church, conſi- 

dered as a Society, formed by God under a particular 
government, calculated to promote the end of its in- 
ſtitution; and we ſhall conclude in one caſe, as in 
the other, that perſonal qualifications furniſh no diſ- 
penſation for an outward appointment to an office of 
truſt; becauſe this is the only ſecurity which the 
members of the Church can have againſt impoſture; 
it being the only criterion by which they can judge 
who are the miniſters of it, and who are not. 

We do not ſay that the perſonal qualification of 
the miniſter in ſpiritual matters, is not requiſite to 
the proper diſcharge of his ſacred office; becauſe it 
confeſſedly is ſo to a certain degree; and on that ac- 
count truly deſirable: but what we would be under- 
ſtood to ſay is, that in the adminiſtration of an out- 
ward ſacrament, which is to be confidered as the ap- 
pointed means of ſpiritual « communication from God 
to man; nothing is to be regarded as abſolutely ne- 
cefſary, but the /awfulneſs of the commiſſion by which 
it is adminiſtered. For it is the commiſſion which 
ſecures to us the divine confirmation of the miniſte- 
rial act; and not the perſonal qualification of the 
miniſter: That the eye of the faithful may be direct 
ed to the proper object; and God. . not man re- 
ceive the glory. 

Judas received a commiſſion from our Saviour to 
| baptize, no leſs than the other Apoſtles. And there 
can be no doubt but that the baptiſm adminiſtered by 
him, was equally effectual with that adminiſtered by 
any other Apoſtle. Yet we read that this Judas was 

a devil. St John vi. From whence it is to be ob- 
8 Bs F 2 ſerved, 
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and that the power at divine grace, happily for | 
_ mankind; is 5 0 limited by the poorneſs, or even 
wickedneſs of the inſtrument appointed to convey it; 
and that a miniſterial act performed by proper au- 
thority, may be valid to the parties to whom it is ps 
plied, be the performer of it ever ſo unworthy. Y 
Ihe idea of the perſonal ſanctity of the miniſter 
being neceſſary to the effectual adminiſtration of his 
office, wherever it has prevailed, has been uniformly 


deſtructive of peace and unity; by fixing the eye of 


the Chriſtan worſhipper upon the man, rather than 
upon the office.; by which means the perſons of mini- 
ſters being held in admiration, the comm Mon by 
which they have been authoriſed to act in the miniſtry, 
has become an object of inferior conſideration. 
But it ſhould be remembered, that there is an holi- 
neſs of office, independent of the holineſs of the miniſter; 
the former being eſſential to the validity of the mi- 
niſterial act, is on that account not to be diſpenſed 
with; hüllt the latter only TeCommentls and adorns 
it. 
That theſe two qualiſications ſhould Ss meet 
together, is doubtleſs a circumſtance moſt devoutly to 
be wiſhed ; but as, through the infirmity of human 
nature, this will not always be the caſe, it ought to 
become an object of primary concern with us in our 
judgment upon this point, that the greater conſider- 
ation be at no time ſacrificed to the leer one. 
Where the inward call of the Spirit is therefore 
pleaded as a warrant for undertaking the ſacred of- 
fice, we have a right to expect that it ſhould. be ac- 
companied with the outward call, or a regular ap- 
pointment to that office; becauſe reaſon tells us that 
the end for which the Church, as a ſociety, was in- 
ſtituted, requires that thus it ſhould be; becauſe, 
moreover, where there could be no poſſibility of de- y 
ception in the party, as in the caſe of our blefſed 
Saviour (a circumſtance which challenges particular 
conſideration), this cos formity to order was judged 
LY. neceſlary 
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neceſſary to be obſerved. And if our bleſſed Saviour 
condeſcended to regulate his public exerciſe of a ſa- 
cred office by this rule of order, with the view, doubt- 
leſs, that it ſhoutd- become obligatory upon every 
| ſucceeding miniſter in his Church, we need not hefitate 
to call it ſomething worſe than preſumption in man, 
upon the ground of any r amps whatever, 0 
plead an exemption from it. 

What zeal ſoever, therefore, a man may feel and 
what qualification ſoever he may poſſeſs for the ſer- 
vice of God; ſtill God, to be ſerved acceptably, muſ® . 
be ſerved in bis om way. Well-meaning people (and 
I wiſh to ſpeak. of them with reſpect, for we may 
honour thine principle at the ſame time that we con- 
demn their practice) ſhould confider, that good inten- 
tion and regular practice are two very different things, 
and that the former can never make amends for the 
diſorder occaſioned by the defect of the latter. On 
this account it is, that the intention of the agent is 
never admitted as a ſanction for the irregularity of 
his act. Uzzah meant well when * he put forth his: 
hand to hold the ark.“ But Uzzah was ſtruck dead 
on the ſpot, for invading the office of the prieſthood. 
1 Chron. xiii. 9. Saul, it is preſumed, ein well, 
when, in the abſence of Samuel, he offered the burnt: ? 
offering. But the ſentence pronounced againſt him 
was, that, in ſo doing, he had done fookſhly ; that 

© he had not kept the commandment of the Lord his: 
+ God, and that therefore his kingdom ſhould not 
continue.“ I Sam. xiii 8. There is not a more com- 
mon deception than that which ariſes from the per- 
ſuaſion that the act is juſtified by the ſincerity of the 
agent. Sincerity, it is to be obſerved, generally 
ſpeaking, ſignifies nothing more than that a perſon 
is earneſt in the purſuit of his object; that he really 
believes as he profeſſes, and acts as his beſt judgment 
directs. But this ſincerity may conſiſt with the moſt 
irregular practice, and the moſt unchriſtian diſpoſition. 
A man, for inſtance, may believe his own lie; and 


act 


2 act upon it with the ine confidence that aiothich acts 
upon the truth: He may have a zeal for God's ſer- 
vice, but not according to knowledge; ; he may ear- 


= neſtiy purſue a wrong object, or a right one, by ir- 


regular means. In all ſuch caſes, the ſcripture has 
furniſhed us with a general rule of judgment, where 
it cells us, that a man is not crowned, except he 
ſtrive lawfully.” And, that * there is a way which. 
* ſeemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are 
the ways of death.” There are excellent works, 
 fays biſhop Reynold's, * which being done without 
the call of God, do not edify but diſturb the body. 
The way for the Church to proſper and flouriſ is, 
for every member to keep in his own rank and or- 
der; to remember his own meaſure ; to act in his 
on ſphere, to manage his particular condition and 
__ © relations with ſpiritual wiſdom and humility ; the 
eye to do the Work of an eye, che hand of an 
T_— 

In ſhort; ee ideas of ſerving God we may 
form to ourſelves, God is not to be ſerved by a breach 
of his commands. And this we may depend upon, 

that God will be beſt ſerved, when the attention of 
every perſon in his own order, ſhall be confined to 

the diſcherge of the duties e to bis ne 
cular ſtation. + 
_ "One great object cd Chriſt had in view in the 
eſtabliſhment of his Church, was, that the members 
of it might be joined together in the bond of peace 
and unity; in the language of St Paul, that there 
might be no ſchiſm in the body; and conſequent- 
_ ly, that no gratification of private fancy or opinion, 
much leſs of prejudice or paſſion, ought to be wei igh- 
ed in the ſcale againſt this moſt eſſential conſidera- 
tion. St Paul has fo fully determined this point in 
the caſe of ſome of his Corinthian converts, by telling 


8 them that even the miraculous gifts of which they 


were in poſſeſſion, would prove no juſtification for 


b 550 ä the peace and order of the Church, 
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* 
as to leave nothing neceſſary to be added on that 
ſubject. In the judgment of St Paul, the gift of 
rophecy, the underſtanding of all myſteries, and all 
nowledge, and all faith, were as nothing in com- 
pariſon with that charity, by which it was deſigned 
that the members of the Chriſtian Church ſhould be 
joined together; that Charity which envieth not; 
$ which is not puffed up; which behaveth not un- 
ſeemly; which beareth all things, belie veth all things, 
a hopeth all things, endureth all things, rather than that 
brotherly love, the bond of Chriſtian perfectneſs, ſhould 
be broken. In oppoſition to this ſpirit, envyings, divi- 
ſions, and hereſies, are thoſe works of the fleſh which 
moſt effectually ſerve the cauſe of that grand enemy, 
whoſe conſtant employment it is, ſo far as in him 
lies, to render abortive the Chriſtian ſcheme for the 
ſalvation of fallen men. 

Communion with the Church, is e to the 
divi ne plan for our falyation : Separation from 1t, 1s 
ſetting up a plan of our own; if not in oppoſition to, 
at leaſt in ſome degree independent of the former. 
The one, is putting ourſelves under God's training, 
by becoming diſciples in his ſchool ; conforming to 
thoſe rules, and making uſe of thoſe means, which 
have been appointed by him, for the advancement 
of our ſpiritual concerns. The other is, in a degree 
at leaſt, taking the work of ſalvation into our own 
hands; by ſetting. up a ſyſtem of education for our- 
ſelves. In the one caſe, we ſubmit, as in humility 
we ought, to the wiſdom of God; in the other, we 
make ourſelves wiſer than God, by an attempt to 
travel to heaven, in a road different from that which 

he has graciouſly marked out for us. 
But, alas! there always has been in man, a ſtrong 
propenſity to be the carver and contriver of his own 
happineſs. Adam, through the perſuaſion of the 
tempter, would be wiſer than God in this reſpect; and 
his fall was the conſequence of his folly. The hap- 
pineſs of man muſt depend upon his obedience to the 
Will of his Maker. But this is a truth, not ſo gene- 


rally 


| pe acted pan it is acknowle 


ed. The unre- 
generate man, feels at all times the fame diſpoſition 
that Adam did; to follow a will of his own, in con- 

_ tradiction to the divine will, and to govern himſelf, 
rarher than be governed by God. To this end —_— | 
_ out with doubting, then with diſbelieving what ( 
Das revealed; and being advanced thus far in his pro- 
greſs towards rebellion, his next ſtep actually com- 
mences it, by forming plans and ſchemes of his own, 
which he thinks better calculated to anſwer the pur- 

Puſe in view, than thoſe which come recommended 
dy an authorit y, which he feels a natural indiſpoſi- 
tion to admit. It is a portion of this ſtrong propenſi- 
ty, which man has to judge and act for himſelf, that 
Prevails with the generality to ſeparate from the 

Church; upon the plauſible, though miſtaken idea, 
of ſerving God more acceptably in a way of their 
on; without conſidering, that it is not the worſhip- 
ping God in the way they pleaſe, but in the way be 
has appointed, that will — to them his blefling. 
To judge in ſome meaſure of the confequences reſult- 
ing from ſuch ſelf-willed conduct, fo far as they be- 
dong to our preſent ſubject, it may be proper to con- 
ider what we have in the Church, and what out of 
it; that the reaſonable man, balancing the ad vanta- 
| Yes of communion with, againſt thoſe of a ws e 

Joon it, may judge for himlelf. 

From the authority of the facred writings we con- 
clans that where the Chriſtian Sacraments are duly 
adminiſtered by perſons regularly appointed to that 

ſacred office, according to the plan originally laid 
down by the Apoſtles, there we find the Church of 
Chriſt. From the ſame authority we learn, that this 
Church is to continue to the end of the world. The 
unity conſequently, of the Chriſtian Church, muſt 
mean the ſame nom, that it ever did; and a ſepara- 
tion from it, muſt be attended with conſequences as 
dangerous in the preſent day, as at any former pe- 
an. a of Chrift 18 -but nd n 
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the promiſes of the goſpel are made to that one | 


Church. None, conſequently, but members of that 
Church, can lay claim to an intereſt in thoſe. pro- 
miſes ; upon the ſame principle, that none but thoſe 
who have been admitted members of any human ſo- 


cCi—ͤety, can lay claim to the privileges belonging to it. 


Thus, the direction given to thoſe who were ſtruck 
with St Peter's ſermon, was this, Repent, and be 
« baptized in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the re- 
* miſſion of fins, and ye ſhall receive the gift of the 


Holy Ghoſt”. Acts ii. 38. By which, we under- 
ſtand that admiſſion into the Church, was confidered 


by the Apoſtle as a neceſſary qualification for the gift 
of the Holy Ghoſt. Indeed, from the general tenor 
of Scripture, it is. to be concluded, that none but 
thoſe who are members of the Church, can be par- 

takers of the Spirit by which it is accompanied; for 


as there is but one body, the Church, ſo there is but 
one Spirit, the Holy Ghoſt, who animates this myſti- 


cal body. Without, therefore, preſuming to deter- 
mine upon the condition of thoſe who are out of the 
Church, we are at leaſt juſtified in ſay ing, that their 
hope of ſalvation muſt be built only upon ſome ge- 
neral idea of the divine mercy, to which the mem- 


ber of the Church has a covenanted claim; which cer- 


tainly will take place, according to the conditions up- 


on which it has been made; becauſe © he is faithful 


who hath promiſed.” 

In this ane Church then, we have the ſacraments 
of Chriſt's appointment, as ſeals of that covenant, by 
which fallen man lays claim to eternal life. In this 
one Church, we have the ambaſſadors for Chriſt, whoſe 
ſacred office it is to adminiſter, in the name of him 
whom they are commiſſioned to repreſent, the ſa- 


craments of that Covenant, which God on his part 
thereby engages himſelf to fulfil. In this one Church, 
we have, moreover, the Spirit of Chriſt accompany - 


ing his own ordinances, according to the promiſe 


mode at the original eſtabliſhment of this Church, 
| G | 


that 


2 
uw 
3 
= * 
4 * 
1 
10 
I 
A 
«8 8 
21. 
Y * 
= * 
LS: 
* 1 
1 1 
4 
A © 
1 
b 
1 
4 
* 
bY 
4 
42 
7 
by 
44% , 
'£ 
6 : 
Wy 
=: 
15 
if 
44 
* C 
1 
1 
* 
* 
| 


0 


that he would « «be with it always, even to the end of 
_ © the world 
_ - Such are the effential 'advanttiges attendant. upon 
communion with the Church. | 
Let us now conſider, for a moment, the diſadvan- 
ney conſequent upon a ſeparation from it. 
When you leave the Church then, it ſhould: by re- 
wienihered; you leave the miniſters and ſacraments of : 
Chriſt behind you. You may indeed ' appoint other 
miniſters, and inſtitute other ſacraments; but let it 
be obſerved, theſe miniſters are not the ambaſſadors 
of Chrift;; nor are the ſacraments which they admi- 
niſter the ſacraments of Chriſt; for the eſſence of an 
ambaſſador's office is, that he ſhould be commiſſioned 
by the party whom he repreſents, and in whoſe 
name he acts; and the eſſence of a covenant, of which 
the ſacraments are ſeals, is, that it ſhould be binding 
upon the party in whoſe name it is made. But mi- 
niſters of the ſeparation are not ambaſſadors of Chriſt, 
becauſe they have never been ſent by him: [and con- 
ſequently the ſacraments adminiſtered by them, are not 
thoſe to which the promiſes are made.] For, the effect 
to be looked for from the Chriſtian ſacraments, depends 
not upon the mere performance of the miniſtry, in 
the adminiſtration of the elements of water in baptiſi m, 
or of bread and wine in the Lord's ſupper; (for in 
that caſe any miniſter, however appointed, might an- 
{wer the purpoſe ;) but upon the Spirit of God ac- 


1 companying ordinances of his own inſtitution. And 


there is little reaſon to ſuppoſe, that the divine bleſ- 
fing will accompany irregular miniftrations, call them 
by what name you pleaſe ; which are not only not 
ſanctified by divine appointment, but are moreover 
in direct oppoſition to that order, which is eſſential 
to the peace and preſervation of the Chriſtian Church. 
Whoever therefore hopes to receive benefit from re- 
ligious ſervices, muſt perform them according to 
God's will, rather than his own ;' for let our religion 
be ever ſo right and good in our own eſtimation, it 
cannot, 


Cannot, on ut account, INE any covenanted title to 

thoſe privileges and bleſſings, which are By "Gagne 5 
aug annexed to the Church of Chriſt. 

To theſe advantages and diſadvantages of primary 
Oo importance, conſequent upon communion with, or ſe- 
paration from the Church, may be added others; 3 
which though of a ſubordinate kind, will not fail to 
have their weight in the ſcale of every: reaſonable 


5 man. 


When Chriſtians aunble:; in the houſe. 55 God, it 
is underſtood to be, for the purpoſe of joining in thoſe 
acts of religious worſhip, ſuitable to their condition as 
fallen, ſinful, and dependent creatures. Theſe acts 
are diſtinguiſhed by the appropriate titles of confeſſion, 
prayer, and thankigiving : The firft, is the neceflary 
condition of - forgiveneſs :-* If we confeſs our fins, 
God is faithful and juſt to forgive them. The 
fecond, is the condition upon which all divine blef- 
_ ſings are to be obtained: Aſk, ſays our bleſſed 
maſter, * and it ſhall be given unto you.“ And the 
third, that demonſtration of gratitude for mercies and 
bleſſings beſtowed, which will ever be proportionate 
to the ſenſe of the obligation. In the due perfor- 
mance of theſe ſeveral acts of worſhip, accompanied 
with geſtures of body, proper to denote that humilia- 
tion, which ought to poſſeſs the mind of ſinners, when 
engaged in communion with their God; conſiſts, for 
the moſt part, the public ſervice of religion. 

Such is the idea which the ſcriptures lead us to 
form upon this ſubject. From whence it appears, that 
public worſhip mutt be (what the reaſon of the thing 
tells us it ought to be) the joint act of the congrega- 
tion aſſembled; that with one mind, and one mouth, | 
God may be glorified. 

Thus F. uſebius deſcribes the ſtate of the Fe Se in 
its early days: There was one and the ſame power 
of the Holy Spirit, which paſſed through all the 
0 members; one ſoul in all; the ſame alacrity of 
1 | faith; 


great Ba difference 
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* Aalth one common conſent in chanting forth the 


« praiſes of God.” FOES 
To conform to this primitive pattern, is the object 


Which the Church has always had in view, upon 
every public aſſembly of her members. To this end 


we are furniſhed with a Liturgy, or ſtated form of 


ſervice, ſo excellently conſtructed, as to qualify, and 


at the ſame time invite the congregation affembled, 


to become parties in every act of religious worſhip 
that is going forward; that there may be no unin- 
tereſted ſpectators in a buſineſs in which every indi- 
vidual is concerned; but that the united voice of 
ſupplication, prayer, and praiſe, may plead ſo power- 


fully at the throne of grace, as not to be reſiſted. 


And ſuch we wil venture to ſay, is the plan beft 
ſuited to the infirmity of our condition; as beſt cal- 


culated to prevent the natural diſtractions of the hu- 


man mind; by raiſing and keeping alive that ſpirit 
of devotion, neceſſary to qualify fallen man. to hold 


communion with his Maker,* 


To this reaſonable ſervice performed in our Church, 

let us now oppoſe what is, generally ſpeaking, to be 
met with in other places. And could Chriſtians be 
prevailed upon to difcard prejudice, there would, it 


is preſumed, be but one opinion upon this ſubje&. 


Out of the Church, indeed,- people are aſſembled, 
under various denominations, for the purpoſe of re- 


ligious worſhip ; and we are ready to give individuals 
credit for their pious intentions. But in what, it 


muſt be aſked, does their religious worſhip conſiſt? 
for certain it is, that in religious aſſemblies out of 


the Church, we have (generally ſpeaking) no pub- 
lic form, either of confeſſion, prayer, or thankſgiving ; 


the whole attention of the congregation being direct- 
ed to the Performance of the officiating miniſter; 


whoſe 


* This laſt paragraph FRO not apply to the members of the 
Engliſh Chapels, as in thoſe places of worſhip, there is confeſſion. 


prayer and thankſgivio as well as in the Church. But, alas, how 
b to Mr * s reaſoning. 
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13 whoſe ſervice, b be it ever ſo ſpiritual (which conſider- 


ing the qualifications of very many who undertake it, 
we may venture to ſay is not always the caſe), is 


nevertheleſs the ſervice of the miniſter, rather 2750 


that of the congregation. 
In the Church, the congregation are called upon 


to become actual parties in the ſervice performed; 
in the words of David, to worſhip, bow down, and 


© kneel before the Lord their Maker ; for the pur- 


poſe of offering up at the throne of Grace, with hum- 


ble, penitent, and -obedient hearts, the due tribute 
of prayer and thankſgiving ; the ſervice performed 


there, conſequently, is what it ought to be, the joint 


ſervice both of miniſter and people; all ſinners before 
God; all ſupplicants for n all petitioners for 
bleſlings. 

Out of the Church, the congregation are obliged 
to be for the moſt part hearers only; it being ſcarce 
poſſible for them to join in petitions, or to lift up 
their voice with one accord in the celebration of 
praiſes, which they are unprepared to accompany. 
How great ſoe ver, therefore, the fervour of devotion 
on the part of the miniſter may be, and how accept- 


able ſoever his form of prayer, (if the public prayer 


of any /elf-appointed miniſter may be acceptable at 
the throne of grace,) the congregation, nevertheleſs, 
in conſequence of their being little concerned in the 
ſervice performed, can 1n reaſon have little to expect 
from the effect to be produced by it. 

I This ſingle confideration ſhould, it might be ſup- 
poſed, be ſufficient to place an attendance upon the 
ſervice of the Church, when contraſted with that 
performed in any other place of worſhip, in too ſtri- 


king a point of view, to render further enlargement 


on this head neceflary. 
But there 1s an idea which has long prevailed, 


upon which, though it may be conſidered as ſcarce 


furniſhing a ſubject for ſerious argument, it may be 
proper, from the conſideration of the many that are 


led aſtray by it, to ſay a few words. An ignorance- 
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wil reſpect to the meaning of ſome particular parts 
of the ſacred writings, has given birth to a perſua- 
ſion, which enthufiaſm, that puts out the eye of rea- 
ſon, and deſtroys the ſobriety of religion, has long 
been diligently employed in cheriſhing and ſupport- 
ing; namely, that to comply with the apoſtolic 


idea of praying with the ſpiri, it is neceſſary that all 


forms ſnould be ſet aſide, as abſolutely incompatible 
with that inſpiration, ſuppoſed to be appropriate to 
extemporary effuſions. But, allowing that the Spirit 


of God does aſſiſt men, both in the matter and form 
of their prayers; it may be aſked, whether we have 


not as much reaſon to think, that the public prayers 
of the Church were ſuggeſted by that Spirit, as the 
prayers of any private individual? Nay, whether it 
is not more probable, that a company of learned and 


pious men, aſſembled for the purpoſe of compoſing a 
public liturgy for the uſe of the Church, after having 
previouſly invoked the divine aſſiſtance, ſhould be 


favoured with that aſſiſtance, rather than any par- 
ticular perſon, who, without premeditation or ſtudy, 


and oft times without any qualification for the work, 
takes upon himſelf to dehver an extemporary prayer? 


Is it to be imagined, that the Holy Spirit ſhould give 
ſuch a decided preference to that ſervice, upon which 
leaſt care and attention have been beſtowed, as to 


vouchſafe to it ſuch an excluſive title to his aſſiſtance; 
that in compariſon with it the prayer of the Church 


is to be conſidered as a lifeleſs form? If reaſon tells 
us that this cannot be the caſe, we ſhall not heſitate 


ry to conclude, that in uſing the liturgy of the Church, 


we pray as much at leaſt, (if not more) the prayers 
of the Spirit, than when we e any leſs re- 
gular ſervice. 


Indeed, that thus it muſt be, is evident from 
our Bleſſed Saviour's practice, who certainly prayed 
by the Spirit more than any mere man ever did. For 
he repeated the ſame ſentiment, and probably uſed 


the ſame words three different times, in that ſolemn 


prayer 


A RV - Fl U EDDY 


is 


prayer which he offered up to his Divine Father in 
the Garden of Gethſemane, St Matth. Xxvi. 39==44. 


and of conſequence ' he uſed a bm. And if our 7s 


Lord prayed: by the Spirit, notwithſtanding that he 
uſed a form, ſo undoubtedly may we, if we pray 
with. fervency and devotion, as he did. Need I add, 
that our Bleſſed Saviour's praying by a form, when 
agonizing for the fins of men, and in the laſt moments 
or his life, when he hung upon the croſs, * Father into 

thy hands I commend my Spirit,“ as well 2 his com- 
poſing a form for his Church, is an undeniable proof 
that a form of prayer is preferable to extempore 
effuſions, even though the Jewiſh Church had not 
uſed a form, as we are ſure it did, and that our Lord 
regularly joined in it, both in the temple and the 
ſynagogue. For to ſay that Chrift did not worſhip 
God in the be/t manner, is ſcarcely ſhort of Blaſ- 
phemy. Could it give any additional ſtrength to the 


argument in favour of the Epiſcopalian's mode of 
worſhip, it might be added, that the univerſal 


Church, fiom the days of inſpiration, prayed to God 
by a form, down to the Reformation; and that the 
firſt who prayed without book after that period, were 
two Romiſo Feſuits, Cuming and Heath, in the diſ- 


guiſe of Paritan miniſters, for the helliſh purpoſe of 


_ dividing the Church of Eng gland, who, being con- 
victed of the crime, had theire ears nailed to the pillory, 
and were baniſhed the kingdom by Queen Eliſabeth. 
Now this being an indiſputable faR, is it not to be 
lamented, that Proteſtants ſhould imitate the worſt 
ſort of Papiſts, and adopt a mode of worſhip, not only 
different from all other modern Churches, but from 
the Chriſtian and Jewiſh Churches in all ages! In- 


deed, had we not ſo bigh authority for the uſe of 


forms, (as there always will be in every Church, 
ſome weak, and probably, unprincipled men, Deitts, 
Arians, or Socinians) a Liturgy is abſolutely neceſſary 
to prevent ſuch men from uſing improper expreſſions 


r to their principles, and thereby diſhondur- 


ing 
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5 
ing God in his own . p; of which it is dreadful 


t think. Beſides; the public worſhip. of God, is a 
matter of too great importance. to truſt to every ſingle. 


Glergyman;. and it is highly injurious to the people, 


to oblige them to join in . petitions. without their 


knowing before hand, that they are fit and proper to 


be preſented to God for them. We com plained 


5 juſtly, till of late, that the Popiſh Clergy refed the 
Laity the uſe. of the Holy "FRI e But this, if 


N is a ſtill greater hardſhip; for people might 
earn their Chriſtian duty tolerably well from other 
good books; but a congregation, where there is no 
liturgy, cannot pray at all, except in the words of 


the officiating miniſter ; and if theſe are the words 
either of an ignorant, an unprincipled, or immoral 


man, a number of well-meaning people may be 
made to offer up petitions to God in language which 


they would not have concurred in; nay, perhaps, 


would have abhorred, had they. previouſly known 
what their miniſter was about to ſay, which is dread- 


ful to think of. I may add, that to pray extempore, 


in the proper ſenſe of the word, that is, without pre- 


meditation, 18 impoſſible, at leaſt for any length of 2 


time; for prayer is a fixed and fervent application 


of the ſoul to God; which, if attempted without 
2 premeditation, the perſon officiating, while he is 


uttering the firſt ſentence, muſt of neceſſity be ran- 


ging about in his mind for what he is to ſay next, and 
Jo on in every ſentence. The conſequence of Which! is, 


that not having his thoughts fixed on the great . ob- 


ject of prayer, he does not pray, but only ſeems to 


do it, and ſo deceives the people, which is likewiſe 


a. melancholy conſideration. It may be added far- 


ther, that, were it poſſible to pray extempore, it 


would be abſolutely unlawful, becauſe a direct breach 


of God's command by Solomon, Be not raſh with 


thy mouth, nor haſty to utter any thing before God, 
for God is in heaven, and thou upon the earth, 2 
. Eccleſ. . 2 For raſh and haſty too, muſt thoſe crade 


expreſſio ns 
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Expreſſions be, which are uttered without due and pre- 
meditated conſideration, and to offer up ſuch to the 

Great Majeſty of Heaven, which no min but a fool, 
would preſume to utter. before an earthly monarch, 
is ſo great an indignity, that no ſenſible and good 


man can be ſuppoſed to have ever been guilty of 3 it. 


But to return to the ſubject of praying by the Spirit, 
and praying with the underſtanding, of which the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks; to pray by the Spirit is, in St Paul's 
language, to pray in a tongue with which the con- 
gregation were not acquainted ; and to pray with the 
underſtanding, means praying in a known tongue. 
But nothing the Apoſtle there ſays, either makes 
For, or againſt forms of prayer, that being no part of 
St Paul's buſineſs in that place.“ But, to draw to 
a concluſion: 

In the foregoing remarks, the attempt has been to 
furniſh the reader with an uniform and conſiſtent. 
notion of the nature, deſign and conſtitution of the 
Chriſtian Church ; which might qualify him to judge 
of the conſequences attendant upon a wilful ſepara- 
tion from it. In concluſion, I would leave that part 
of the ſubject impreſſed upon his mind, which it was 
one object of the eſtabliſhment of Chriſt's Church 
Upon earth to promote; namely, that whilſt men 
with one mind and one mouth glorified God, their 
communication with each other in the fame acts of 
religious worſhip, might form a bond of Chriſtian fel- 
lowſhip, effectual for the ſecurity of peace and good 
will among themſelves. 

Charity, or a diſpoſition to peace and unity, is the 
Tecond great commandment of the Goſpel, and a 
principal characteriſtic of the Chriſtian religion, * By 
this ſhall all men know, ſays Chriſt, * that ye are 
: my diſciples, if ye have love one to another. But 
of all the commandments obligatory upon the Chri- 
ſtian profeſſor, this, perhaps, is the one to which leaſt 
attention has been paid. Indeed, through the num- 
berleſs diviſions which have unhappily taken place 


K among 


God of peace and love, and of example ſet 


iv. II, &c. 


38 


1 


At Chriſtians, and that alienation of ich from 
each othe! x conſequent thereupon, it is a command. 


ment which ſeenis almoſt entirely to have lo "Its 


force. Hence it has happened, that Chriſtians, ſo 
called, have.too eu orne no reſemblance. to 
that amiable Character, by which, in conformity with 


the Golpel Randard” of. perfection, they ought | to be 


difting uiſhed;. 


115 firſt and great deſign of Chriſtianity was, to * 
reconcile man to God; the ſecond, to Teconcile men 


to each other. 


"Hence the God of Cg is repreſented as a 

et forth as 

a pattern for man's imitation. _ © Beloved,” ſays the 
Apoſtle, W. - God ſo loved us, in ſending his only be- 
gotten Son into the world, that we might live 
through him, we ought alſo to love one anpther. 


N And hereb know we that we dyell i in him, and 


he in us; in other words, that we are Chriſtians, 
© becauſe he hath given us of his ſpirit,” oo I, St, John 


Y 1111 
145 


Upon the ſame idea, the kin gdom of Chriſt, which 


15 his Church, is deſcribed to be 2 righteouſneſs and 


peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt.” | | 

To qualify men for a ſtate of memberſhip, in this 
ſpiritual kingdom, they are required to * follow after | 
„the things which make for Peace, and things where- 
* with one may edify another,” Rom. xiv. 19. As 


© much as lieth in them to live peuceably with all 


6. men. Rom. xii. 18. To be of, one mind, to live 


* 2.4 4 6 


I one 5 Let 10 5 Ro done erg "ſtrife or 
5 Weng blog; 5 but in. e of. mind, let each 


6 eſteem 


j 


* „ 


„ ON others better than themſelyes. 5 Phil. 11. I, 80 
And as * there is one body and one ſpirit, even as ye are 
called in one hope of your calling, walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith ye are called, with all low- 
# lineſs and meekneſs, with long-ſuſfering, forbearing 


8 


* one another in love; ; endeayouring to keep the 


1 unity of the ſpirit 3 in the bond of peace.” Epheſ. 
iv. - k 


From hende it app bears, that the religion of Chriſt 


is a religion of ſenſibilities, no leſs than of motzrves.. It 


teaches us, after the example of that bleſſed Perſon | 


who felt for all men, to take a lively intereſt in the 


concerns of our fellow- creatures; ; to rejoice with 


them in proſperity, and ſympathize with them in di- 
ſtreſs; and treading in the ſteps of Him who went 


about continually doing good, to abound in the la- 


bours of Chrifian benevolence; in the words. of. the 
Apoſtle, 'to be kindly affectionate one to another 
with brotherly love ; to be tender hearted, forgi- 
* ving one another, even as God for Chriſt's fake hath 
© forgiven us.“ Rom. xii. 10. The foregoing picture 
of Chriſtianity, though but partially drawn, furniſhes 
a powerful argument in favour of that plan, which 
place s man in a condition, beſt calculated to promote 
this great object of his Chriſtian profeſſion. 
Upon the ſuppoſition, then, that there was no di- 
vine inſtitution in this caſe, which claimed obedience 
on the part of man; and the mode of religious 
worſhip, as a matter of perfect indifference, was left 
to the arbitrary diſcretion of every individual enga- 
ged in it, the plan which God has graciouſly marked 
gut for men, by incorporating them into one body or 
ſociety under regular government, in conſequence of 
which they became necefſarily joined together by 
that ſimilarity of condition and intereſt, and that ule 
of the ſame appointed means fer the promotion of 
their general concern, which muſt, from the conſtitu- 
tion of human nature, be productive of mutual re- 
gard and mutual aſſiſtance; this would be the plan, 
2 which, 
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„if propo led to him by his fellow-creatures, 
_ thinking Chriſtian, it might be ſuppoſed, would 5 


. - readily adopt. 


Let not, then, this plan of ſocial religian be ne glect- 


end, or thought lightly of, becauſe it has been pro- 
jected by that all-wiſe. Being, who, from knowing 
What was in man, not only knew how beſt to provide 


for the circumſtances of the party for whoſe ſervice 


it was eftabliſhed, but who, from the relation in which 
man ſtands to Him, has a right to exact his obedienee 
to it. Rather let us with gratitude avail ourſelves of 
that aſſiſtance, which the eſtabliſhment of the Church 


upon earth miniſters to our condition; and not ſacri- 


fice that good, which it is ſo well calculated to pro- 


duce, to vain dreams of more ſpiritual perfection, in 
ways of our own deviſing. 


bos First blefling that I daily beg of my God for 
his Church, (faid the pious and affectionate Biſhop 
Hall) is, our Saviour's legacy, peace 3 that ſweet 


peace, which in the very name of it comprehends 


all happineſs both of eſtate and diſpoſition. Other 
graces are for the beauty of the Church; this for 


the health and life of it, No marvel then. if the 


Church, labouring here below, make it her daily 
* ſuit to her glorious br idegroom in heaven, Give 


peace in our time, O Lord; and would to God that 
the united voice of all Chriſtians might be heard 


joining in the charitable petition, * Give peace in 


* ourtime, O Lord; 4 that peace which paſſeth all un- 


þ « derſtanding.” 
But diviſor, that is, cauſeleſs diviſion, we all know, 


cannot lead to unity and peace. Diviſion, therefore, 


muſt in its nature be hoſtile to one great object of the l 
Chriſtian religion. As ſuch, it muſt be ſcrupulouſly 
avoided by every man, who would ca-aperate with 


God in the reſtoration of his fallen nature. 


It is the employment of the Chriſtian's life, to be 
gradually changed into the image of his Divine Ma- 
ſter! : that the N mind, ſo far as human infirmi- 
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ty will permit, © may be in him, which was in Ohr 
| * Jeſus; and the hope which he entertains, will 


always proportionate to the degree of reſemblance, 
which is to be traced between him and his divine PA- 


. 1 * 
3 


„ : | 1 
When Chriſtians, therefore, regard the Church a 
their common. mother, and themſelves. as bre 


travelling in fellowſhip through the wilderneſs of this . —2 
world to their promiſed land; they will not, by petty. x 
diſputes on the road, expoſe themſelves to the atz, & 
tacks of their ſurrounding enemies; but, the grand 
object in view ſwallowing up every other conſidera- 
tion, all differences of opinion will give way to the 
cultivation of that temper, neceſſary to qualify them 
for the enjoyment of the bleſſed country towards 
which their courſe is directed, _ 
In ſuch caſe, the golden age of the primitive Church 
would return upon us; and the proverb, deſcriptive 
of the amiable character of its early members, ſee 
* how theſe Chriſtians love one another,” would again 
be realized. Such an event; rather to be wiſhed for 
in theſe days than expected, would bring in the ac- 
compliſhment of the glorious promiſes, which in the 
| ſpirit of prophecy have been made to the Church; when 
the wolf ſhall dwell with the lamb, and the leo- 
+ parc ſhall lie down with the kid; and the calf and 
* the young lion, and the fatling together, and a little 
+ child ſhall lead them.” When Ephraim ſhall no 
longer envy Judah, nor Judah vex Ephraim; and 
there ſhall be no more conſuming or devouring in all 
God's holy mountain. 3% 5 3 
O! Thou Prince of Peace, and friend of fallen man, 
who purchaſed the Church with-thine own blood; 
heal the breaches of it, we heſeech thee, by the com- 
munication of thy grace to all its members; prepare 
them for that more perfect ſtate of thy kingdom, to 
which they are taught to look forward; by giving 
them an heart capable of receiving all thoſe impreſ- 
ſions, which thy religion was deſigned to make upon 
Bis nz 
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2 "I Voce Will be heard, but the grateful ſounds 
[ | Even ſo, bleſſed Jeſus, for thy 
_—_ de 1 e cation, the Editor moſt hear- 
- fly 1 85 Hall and Mr Daubeny; : 
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depart from iniquity, and 
In Jo one mouth, glorify : God, Father, 
„ Ar Holy That. Amen.“ fi 


* 
— „ 
2 * 
" © Y 
* 
4 
* 
* F Ll 
- ” 6 A 4 — bo * 4 4 - 4 
5 
. } > r $ * 2 a. # 3 7 . 5 19 
= 
* 
.* 82 P bs > * 
- 73 ? 4 % . 
m 
- * 3 
* 1 14 * . = 44 # 7 x . 
2 * — : - 


| | ferent faQions, inſtead of uniting. into one grand 
> nd Wil Society or Communion, they rend the my- 
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"on t,t Wide From the obedience of the- 
we O o ought to rule over him, and ſo form 
i error is not a mere miſtake in circum 
Dy, s fs as of late has been aſſerted, but 'a <apatal 


Sfence, and deſtructive of true Religion. 

2, .46:Þ arther; as the holy Sacraments of the Church are 
the ſeals of the new. covenant, and no one can apply 
the ſeal even of a fellow-man, ſo as to make tlie deed © 
to which it is applied, binding on him, without his 

authority, far leſs can we apply God's ſeals, ſo as to 
bind him without his authority; hence the neceſlity 

"0 a Divine miſſion to preach the Goſpel and admini- 

| | ſter its ſacraments is ſtrikingly apparent; hence the 
Fi neceflity of being called of God as was Aaron, after 
the mode of Chriſt's appointment. Conſequently, . 
1 the form of the government is not a mere circum- 
ſtance, as Sir Richard Hill affirms; but a moſt import- 
ant, an eſſential point, upon which the right applica- 


tion of God's ſeal PENG fo as to bind him uy co- 
. venuant.“ 
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